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Wana Church News 


Mother Crouch meets Mr. Clinton 


ecognizing the Church of God in Christ’s 
(COGIC’s) dedication to educating and ministering to youth 
through her auxiliaries, departments and numerous pro- 
grams, President William (Bill) Clinton lauded the 
church during a visit and address to the over 10,000 del- 
egates to the International Women’s Convention - New 
Orleans, Louisiana, on Thursday, May 30th. 

Presiding Bishop Chandler D. Owens, the General 
Board and members of the Board of Bishops were on hand 
with Women’s Department officials to welcome the 
President. The President requested an instrumental 
selection by Dr. Vernard Johnson, world-renowned 
gospel saxophonist and director of the National COGIC 
Orchestra. Bishop Owens rendered a warm and whim- 
sical introduction of the convention’s very special guest 
speaker suggesting that, in Mr. Clinton, African-Amer- 
icans have someone in the White House who is concerned 
and actively involved in improving their plight. 


In his introductory remarks, the President recalled his 


6 The Whole Truth Summer Edition 


yr. 

a = 
y 4 sf 
i 4 
{ & im , 
& 4 AY 

fi , a 

y 4 

. 


So jy I) / 
$ \f, 44M 


YY GO, G, 


Attends LU01 S Convention 
in New Orleans 


Bishop Owens Introduces the President... 


warm reception at the 1993 Holy Convocation in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, and fondly referred to the late Bishop 
Louis Henry Ford as “...my friend and confidant.” Pres- 
ident Clinton also quipped that when he informed his wife, 
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, of his visit to the 
women’s convention, she replied, “...so, you finally 
figured out where the power is.” 


His address centered around programs initiated or sup- 
ported by his administration which would greatly effect 
the nation’s youth. The President stated that he felt the 
COGIC’s Women’s Convention was the ideal forum to 
address these issues given the church’s history and its ded- 
ication to ministering to youth. 
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National Church News 


President prays with 
Presiding Bishop Owens 
and Bishop C. L. Anderson. 


a” - te 4a. 


Part of the mammoth crowd at New Orleans Women’s Convention... 


Bishop P. A. Brooks served as the church’s coordinator 
for the Presidential Visit. 


Further citing the accomplishments of his 
administration, which included the lowest 
unemployment rate among African-Ameri- 
cans since the early 1970’s, Mr. Clinton vowed 
to continue fighting for the safety of affirmative 
action and the already begun investigation 
of the rash of burnings and bombings of 
African-American (or predominantly African- 
American) churches. Tw 
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Mena! Church News 


by Martin Luther Johnson, Ph.D. 


Victor Hugo’s famous line, stating that “(nothing) is more 
important than an idea whose time has come,” is a line 
which captures the essence of a major focus of the Presid- 
ing Bishop’s concept of a global ministry. The Presiding Bish- 
op has a tremendously deep appreciation for and a clear under- 
standing of the times in which we live. He is fully aware of 
the challenges facing the Church on the one hand and the pos- 
sibilities for innovative, creative and productive ministries 
on the other hand. Coupled with his commitment to subscribing 
to the divine mandate given in Matthew 28:18-20 is his appre- 
ciation of the lasting contributions made to the growth and 
development of the Church of God in Christ by the found- 
ing fathers and mothers. One such pioneer is Bishop J. C. Fos- 
ter, Prelate of Oregon, Second Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction. 


The Trip Actually Began in Oregon... 


On May 22-27, 1996, the Presiding Bishop led a dele- 
gation of Church leaders on a mission to the Republic of South 
Korea. While en route to Korea he made a two-day stopover 
in the State of Oregon where the delegation visited with one 
of the fathers of the Church of God in Christ, the ninety-one 
year old Bishop J. C. Foster. The visit was cordial, signif- 
icant and pastoral. The Presiding Bishop offered apprecia- 


8 The Whole Truth Summer Edition 


ON FAR EAST MISSIO 


} | 


TION 


tive, congratulatory and pastoral remarks; Bishop 
Leroy Anderson gave an extemporaneous homily; 
Bishop Melvin E. Clark, Prelate of Western Pennsyl- 
vania, Second Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, offered a 
well-focused benedictory prayer. The visit was con- 
cluded with the Presiding Bishop leading the delega- 
tion in making a financial expression of love to Bish- 
op Foster, who thanked us for the visit and pronounced 
God’s guidance and blessings on the mission to Korea. 


Upon our arrival in the State of Oregon, we were 
overwhelmed by the hospitality, which commenced at 
the airport with an Official Ecclesiastical and Episco- 
pal welcome, led by the Bishop A. R. Hopkins, Prelate 
of Oregon’s First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction; Bishops 
U.V. Peterson and W. G. Hardy of the Second Jurisdiction; 
District Superintendent B. E. Johnson and others. 
Later that evening, Bishop and Mrs. T. L. Westbrook, 
of Washington State Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction joined 
the welcoming delegation for worship. 


The Presiding Bishop’s delegation included Gen- 
eral Board Members Bishop Leroy R. Anderson, Juris- 
dictional Prelate of Western New York, First Ecclesi- 
astical Jurisdiction; and Bishop S. L. Green, Jr., 
Prelate of Virginia, Second Ecclesiastical Jurisdic- 
tion. Also included were Bishop A. LaDell Thomas, Sr., 
Prelate of Texas Southwest, Second Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction; Bishop Melvin E. Clark of Western Penn- 
sylvania; Bishop A. D. Williams, Prelate of the North- 
ern Georgia Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction; Dr. Martin Luther 
Johnson, Vicar of the Armed Forces and Institutional 
Chaplaincy and the Executive Director of Charles 
Harrison Mason System of Bible Colleges; and, Super- 


Maonal’ Church News 


Johnson and Bishop Thomas 
intendent Norman Harper, Jurisdictional Executive Sec- 
retary of Central Georgia. 


... Lhen on to Korea 


The delegation departed Portland, Oregon for Seoul, 
South Korea, at 12:50 p.m. on Wednesday and arrived on 
Thursday at 3:50 p.m. Upon our arrival at Kimpo Inter- 
national Airport, we were met by a delegation of soldiers, 
preachers and lay leaders, headed by Elder Larry L. 
Shaw, the General Overseer of South Korea. Our welcome 
was rivaled only by the Republic’s Presidential visit. 


We were blessed to share in powerful worship with 
the saints in Korea. 
Military personnel 
are from the United 
States on a one or 
two-year tour of duty. 
The highlight of the 
Korean stop was, of 
course, the official 
worship experience 
and sermon by the | 
Presiding Bishop. 
The Official Day 
worship was preced- 
ed by a banquet at 
which Bishop A. D. 
Williams of Northern 
Georgia challenged and provoked us during his keynote 
address. Later that evening, Bishop Owens once again deliv- 
ered a power-packed, Spirit-filled sermon. As in Oregon, 
he did not resort to a specific biblical text, rather he pre- 
sented to us a smorgasbord of spiritual delicacies, all of 
which we consumed. However, “VISION 2000 and 
BEYOND” was always at the forefront, in which he 
promotes financial solvency, strong local churches, pas- 
toral support, church extension, theological education, glob- 


L-R: Front row - Elder Larry Shaw, Bishop Anderson, 
Bishop Owens. Rear: Elder Harper, Bishop Williams, Dr. 


At Church in Korea 


al missions and evangelism, spiritual 
growth, organizational development and 
doctrinal conformity among all mem- 
bers of the Church. The congregation was 
multi-cultural, multi-racial, multi-eth- 
nic and ecumenical. A special spiritual 
treat included a choral group from Dr. Paul 
Cho’s Church, the largest Protestant con- 
gregation in the world. The congregation’s 
response reflected Pentecost. 


The multi-talented Evangelist Dorin- 
da Clark-Cole of Detroit made a special 
contribution by quickly mobilizing a 
choir that could only be rivaled by angel- 
ic voices from heaven. 


The Church of God in Christ’s exten- 
sion into the Korean peninsula is due 
largely to the initiative of the first Chaplains endorsed by 
our Church. Chaplain Diana McNeil-James began the first 
COGIC worship in 1979 at Camp Red Cloud; she was fol- 
lowed by Chaplain William Morrison; later Chaplain 
Martin L. Johnson was instrumental in organizing the Retreat 
concept and the “Back Home Hour” in 1984-85. The cur- 
rent COGIC congregations (18) are an outgrowth of the 
1984-85 initiative. What a joy it was for the Presiding Bish- 
op to see first-hand the progress made under Superintendent 
Larry L. Shaw. 


It was an honor to accompany Bishop Owens on his 
first international mission trip as Presiding Bishop. This 
trip to Korea was 
another step for 
fy him as he executes 
the divine man- 
date to “go into 
all the world....” 
He is aware of 
Mark Kod bays 
where the term 
‘Cosmos’, or 
world is used by 
Jesus, rather than 
= the term earth. 

While the term 
earth implies lim- 
itation, “world” is 
largely unlimited. 
Therefore, should 
there ever be found human life on another planet, his plan 
is that the first church planted there will be the Church of 
God in Christ. We would need to have a Pentecostal wit- 
ness there just in case the inhabitants do not speak our earth- 
ly language. If that is the case, a group already attuned 
to God speaking through them in “other tongues” as at the 
original Pentecost, would be the ideal group to spread the 
Good News of the Kingdom into all the ‘Cosmos.’ 


TWIT 
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ational Church News 


n April of this year, the President of the United States 
of America, William Clinton, convened a special brief- 
ing at the White House on the State of African American 
Affairs in the nation. Numbered among the national reli- 
gious leaders were General Board Members, Bishop 
Samuel L. Green of Hampton, Virginia and Bishop Roy 
Winbush of Lafayette, Louisiana. These men were 
selected by Presiding Bishop C. D. Owens to represent 
the Church of God in Christ. 


The briefing included the Clinton Administration’s ini- 
tiatives that benefit the socio-economic and education- 
al well-being of African Americans. The meeting presented 
evidence that the multiple resources of African Americans 
that were ignored by previous administrations are being 
recognized and utilized by the Clinton White House. 
However, the President stressed that the opportunities for 
advancement will be in jeopardy if his initiatives are not 
properly interpreted and supported by the leaders of 
black America within the context of their minority com- 
munities. 
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President Clinton meets Bishop and Mrs. Samuel Green 
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After attending the briefing, Bishop and Mrs. Green 
also shared in a Presidential Reception. A report of the 
visit with the President was officially presented to the Pre- 
siding Bishop and General Board during the 1996 April 
General Assembly session. | 


This visit was not the first for Bishop Green who has 
been active in influencing American governmental pol- 
icy for over 25 years. He was called by President Richard 
M. Nixon to be a representative of Virginia’s Black 
Leadership in a national economic retreat. In 1977 Pres- 
ident Jimmy Carter asked him to the White House to host 
the reception of the President of Mexico. 


President Ronald Reagan invited Bishop Green dur- 
ing his administration to a briefing on his foreign policy 
initiatives in countries of the western hemisphere specif- 
ically, in South America. While serving as chairman of 
the Black National Religious Broadcasters, President 
George Bush called upon Bishop Green and other promi- 
nent religious broadcast leaders to a special briefing on 
apartheid in South Africa. Fut 


Boayvod Clects 
NEW. CHAIRMAN 


ATLANTA, GA - At its recent 
meeting, the Interdenominational 
Theological Center (ITC) Board of 
Trustees elected Bishop Roy L. H. Win- 
bush as its new chairman. Bishop Win- 
bush serves as Prelate of the First 
Jurisdiction of Louisiana and as a 
member of the General Board of the 
Church of God in Christ. He is the first 
Church of God in Christ official to serve 
as ITC’s chairman. 

Bishop Winbush has been a mem- 
ber of the ITC Board of Trustees 
since 1973. He will serve as chairman 
for three years, replacing Dr. Emmanuel 
McCall, pastor of Christian Fellowship 
Baptist Church in College Park, Geor- 
gia. Other officers elected were: vice- 
chair, Dr. Joe S. Ratliff; secretary, 
Dr. Alyce Ware; and treasurer, Helmar 
Emil Nielsen. 

ITC’s president, Dr. James H. 
Costen, says he is elated about the elec- 
tion. “Bishop Winbush has served ITC 
diligently for the past 23 years as a 
strong member of the Board of Trustees. 
He is a man of great commitment to 
the advancement of this institution. I 
look forward to the fine job I am sure 
he will do as our Board chair.” 

Bishop Winbush currently serves 
as pastor of the Gethsemane Church 
of God in Christ in Lafayette, Louisiana, 
and is chairman of the Congress of 


National Black Churches (CNBC), 
an organization of eight major denom- 


Toney 


inations, 65,000 churches and 19 mil- 
lion members. 

Throughout his ministry, Bishop 
Winbush has served his community and 
the Church of God in Christ with dis- 
tinction. Some of his accomplish- 
ments include: establishment of the 
Gethsemane Christian Academy in 
Lafayette; organizer of the Winbush 
Bible Institute; founder of two month- 
ly newspapers for the statewide church 
ministry; former president of the 
National Publishing Board; chairman 


Bishop Roy L.H.Winbush __ 


of the Board of C. H. Mason Seminary, 
a constituent seminary of ITC; co- 
founder, along with his wife, of the 
Roy-Mae Winbush School in Haiti; and 
member of the General Board of the 
Church of God in Christ, Inc. 

The Interdenominational Theo- 
logical Center is a graduate school of 
theology. It is a cooperative venture 
in theological education involving 
six constituent seminaries and sever- 
al at-large denominations. The six con- 
stituent seminaries include Gammon 
Theological Seminary - United 
Methodist; Charles H. Mason Theo- 
logical Seminary - Church of God in 
Christ, Inc.; Morehouse School of 
Religion - Baptist; Phillips School 
of Theology - Christian Methodist 
Episcopal; Johnson C. Smith Theo- 
logical Seminary - Presbyterian (USA), 
and, Turner Theological Seminary - 
African Methodist Episcopal. ITC is 
a one of six UNCF schools within 
the Atlanta University Center and is 
a member of the University Center in 
Georgia, a consortium of 19 public and 
private colleges and universities in the 
Atlanta area. ITC is dedicated to the 
personal, educational, and profes- 
sional growth and equipment of men 
and women for the work of Christian 


ministry. TUT 
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by Glenda Goodson 


leader whose Convention had the distinction of being 
addressed by a sitting occupant of the White House. The 
46th Annual International Women’s Convention of the 


Church of God in Christ (COGIC) held in New Orleans, 
Louisiana was honored not only by President Bill Clin- 
ton’s visit, but also by the record number of bishops and 
pastors in attendance. 

The International Women’s Convention (IWC), the 
brainchild of Mother Lillian Coffey (second Supervisor 
for the Department of Women), began in Los Angeles, 
California in 1951. This convention boasts of its role as 
a leader in training, and is godly proud that it is a spring- 
board to some of the most dynamic women’s ministries 
of the world today. Since its inception, the success of the 


convention and its future rests with a group of sober, sanc- 
tified, and dynamic women who make the awesome 
task of ministering to some 20,000 plus women seem etfort- 
less. This year’s convention created excitement among 
the women and captured the hearts of everyone who expe- 
rienced the fine tuned organizational skills our female lead- 
ers possess and express. 
THE PLATFORM PARTICIPANTS 

If our sainted Mother Emma Crouch is the captain stand- 
ing at the helm of‘Good Ship IWC,” and Second and Third 
Assistants Mother Willie M. Rivers and Mother Eliza- 
beth Nash are the anchors, then Mother Irene Oakley, 
National Secretary of the Department of Women and Con- 
vention Coordinator is the ship’s engine propelling the 
plan forward. Her sharp mind, confident manner in 
face of frustrations; (where were those courtesy cars?), 
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focused strategizing to keep the convention’s infra- 
structure intact; and concerted efforts in directing the staff 
and committee down to lilliputian details; resulted in anoth- 
er “best” for the conventioneers from start to finish. 

The Convention began with a Leadership Conference. 
The main purpose for the conference is that (the leaders) 
would be motivated to allow Jesus Christ to take first pri- 
ority in their lives. We wanted to inform the leaders,” 
explained Leadership Conference Coordinator W.M. 
Rivers, “(that while we must) update our practices and 
continue to build upon the strengths of the pioneers we 
must not destroy our foundation.” Rivers further stated 
that the 700 Jurisdictional Supervisors and National 
Auxiliary leaders in attendance (Germany brought 40) 
at this pre-convention Conference were encouraged by 
the six presenters to examine their roles as leaders, 
define their purposes and clarify their parts in the work 
as a whole. 

The dedication of the women, as they carried out their 
assigned tasks, was inspiring as each woman, in the words 
of Publishing Board Trustee, Sister Mae Winbush, 
“stayed in her lane” and provided a finishing touch to the 
work of the others. For example, the excitement invari- 
ably produced by COGIC fireball, Evangelist Maria 
Gardner, in conducting the offertory worship service, com- 
plemented the anointed presentations of the legendary 
Evangelist Emily Bram Bibby. 


The order of the platform is always of special note; 
this is due in large part to the work of Evangelist Mary 
M. Benjamin, who has been the coordinator of platform 
protocol for 21 years. “I believe I have a gift of service” 
explained Benjamin. “In this job you have to have the spir- 
it to serve...and I am proud to be on the job in every con- 
vention. Initially I served the older mothers. From the 
perspective of our leaders, the importance of protocol can 
be seen by the work of all adjutants in keeping the plat- 
form running smoothly.” A highlight of the meeting was 
the Pioneer’s Perspective given by Mother Lela Mason 
Bias, the daughter of our founding father, Bishop Charles 
Harrison Mason. In a private interview she stated, “I hope 
to see us continue as we started...I learned so much 
from my father and (one thing was that) he never stopped. 
He never stopped even being an evangelist.” 

Fellowship and bonding mean much to these dedi- 
cated sisters. ““When the female constituency comes togeth- 
er, we are able to receive clear directives for our min- 
istries,” says the elegantly clad, gracious but no-nonsense, 
Co-Marshall of the IWC, State Supervisor Barbara 
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McCoo Lewis. “To see thousands of women bonding in 
both the workshops and the worship services is awesome. 
(All of the delegates) glean ideas of what other jurisdictions 
are doing and share together.” Other State Supervi- 
sors, such as Mother Vivian Sandra Taylor of New 
York Southeast, Mother Elizabeth G. Crooms of Cen- 
tral Florida and Mother Vivian B. Woods of New Jersey 
Third Jurisdiction, add that the information they receive 
enlightens them and helps them in their work in motivating 
those whom they serve. 


THE WORKSHOPS 

After the morning prayer, the [WC Training Work- 
shops were the next most affirming focal points for 
many convention delegates interviewed. This year’s work- 
shop theme was “ A Conditional Remedy for Spiritual Delin- 
quency” (II Chronicles 7:12-14). According to Mother 
St. Carrie Dinwiddie, Chairperson of the Convention Work- 
shops for fifteen years, “months of preparation precede 
the actual compiling of the workshop materials so that 
the delegates can have the most up-to-date training 
material to be found anywhere. The late Mother Coffey 
used to say that the purpose of the convention was for 
BETTER HOMES, BETTER SCHOOLS, BETTER 
COMMUNITIES, AND A BETTER WORLD. When we 
study to show ourselves approved we can go home 
from the convention inspired.” 

Mother Dinwiddie works closely with Mother 
Crouch in her preparations. After giving the theme to 
the various departmental writers (e.g., the Bishops’ 
Wives or Ushers), she gives a deadline for all materi- 
al. Upon receipt of the first drafts, she edits (to ensure 
that all writers and compilers are working toward the 
same goal) then again contacts Mother Crouch for her 
approval. Then it is sent to Mother Odessa Newman 
for final compilation and readying the materials for 
the printer. 

The Convention Workshop has classes for every- 
one. Laywomen, Bishops’ Wives, Ushers, State Super- 
visors, etc., all benefit from the fellowship and _train- 
ing of the Convention Workshops. 


THE DELEGATES 
“T thoroughly enjoyed this convention,” said Moth- 
er Vivian Haynes of Dallas, wife of Second Assistant Pre- 
siding Bishop J. Neaul Haynes. “I thought Nashville (the 
Women’s Convention there) was exemplary. However, 
these meetings are getting better and better. I also liked 


the fact that Mother is open to using 
and training some of the younger 
women.” The women, of different 
hues, sizes, backgrounds all came 
together for a common goal: to expe- 
rience and share what God has 
wrought. From the anointed prayer 
led by Mother Elsie Shaw to power 
packed exhortations by leading men 
such as Bishops G.E. Patterson, 
Charles Blake and Ithiel Clemmons, 
the delegates drank deeply of the 
spiritual waters. 

Mother Frances Kelley admon- 
ished the women not to return home 
the same way they came. To the 
convention delegates, there was a 
spiritual enrichment permeating the 
meeting. Shondell Douglas is an 
HIV/AIDS Social Worker from Hous- 
ton, Texas. She came to the Con- 
vention, not only for a much need- 
ed vacation and treat after completing 
Master’s degree studies in one year, 
but also to seek “more spiritual 
strength ( and it started for me) with 
the prayer.” 

Lines are a big part of any con- 
vention. While waiting in line for 
entrance into the auditorium on Thurs- 
day to hear President Clinton, Cather- 
ine Thompson of Oak Park, Michi- 
gan stated, “I’ve been coming since 
1970 and I am always very inspired 
(by these meetings) to go back and do 
what God has told me to do.” The 
Convention was a time for Evange- 
list Missionary Gladys Williams, of 
Dallas, “to expose my daughters and 
niece to the organization and splen- 
dor of the Women’s Convention.” 
Doris Underwood and Tonyia Taylor, 
part of the German delegation, for the 
first time came looking for a blessing 
from the Lord. As Army wives who 
uproot and transfer from post to post, 
they felt a “sense of connectedness 
with other COGIC women” that 
was very meaningful. Supervisor 


Amarylloes Wood-Oates of Califor- 
nia Valley Jurisdiction was at the 
first 1951 Women’s Convention and 
has hardly missed any. Saved since 
1935, Mother Oates stated that she just 
loves the Church of God in Christ and 
enjoys the fellowship of the Con- 
vention. 

Testimonies of healing (one moth- 
er, half of her tongue cut off, was 
healed of throat cancer and now she 
has a thriving prayer ministry with 93 
individuals praying from 4:00 - 6:00 
a.m. ); dynamic teaching (if you did- 
n’t hear Sis. E.C. Morris talk about the 
Woman in the Window you must 
order the tape); and, the anointed 
choir, under the direction of Women’s 
Convention Choirmaster Mother 
Anna Ford and National Choir Direc- 
tor Madame Luvonia Whitley, all 
combined to make up a spiritually 
uplifting time for the delegates who 
journeyed to New Orleans. 

The Spirit of God moved might- 
ily throughout the meeting, but espe- 
cially on Mother Crouch’s Official Day. 
All the delegates were proud to have 
President Clinton attend the 46th 
Annual Women’s Convention. Our 
First Lady, Mother Shirley Owens, 
inspired the women with her great tes- 
timony of God’s healing power. She 
was stricken with cancer in 1980, 
then was delivered. Mother Crouch’s 
strength of voice and spirit is excep- 
tionally inspiring. Now 82 years 
old, she is extremely sharp in wit 
and mind. 

THE CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH 

If you ever want to find Sun- 
shine Band President, Dr. Lytia 
Howard, or Purity Class President, 
Mother Barbara Whitehead, look 
through a crowd of children and 
youth. These women labored untir- 
ingly to present the convention del- 
egates a special treat as boys and girls, 


young men and women, displayed their 
God given talents. The air of excite- 
ment was evident as the youth wait- 
ed their turn to perform. To Crystal 
Horn, an 11 year old, it is important 
that she learn songs and scriptures in 
Sunshine Band since she is “going to 
be a missionary” when she grows up. 
Learning more about the Lord is 
what Bryan Scott, 7 years old, likes 
about it. Salisha Burthlong, a pretty 
13 year old, just likes someone to tell 
her how to behave and 11 year old 
Arkansan Brenda Gardner thinks that 
learning the songs and scriptures 
sometimes helps her to make A’s. 

The IWC has something to offer 
all age groups. Bishop J. A. Thomp- 
son has many talented young people 
in his jurisdiction including Regina 
Swanson, age 16. “Purity Class and 
church have helped me to have the 
courage to do things like reciting 
‘On the Pulse of the Morning,’ by 
Maya Angelou,” she said. She also 
plays in the National Orchestra (vio- 
lin) and hopes to one day earn a 
scholarship through the COGIC Fine 
Arts Competition. 

The women who work with these 
young people are some of the most pro- 
gressive minded women in the U.S. 
Dr. Frances Fulton, a Philadelphia Puri- 
ty Class President, states that she 
wants to “pass on to the children the 
rich heritage of both Christendom 
and the Church of God in Christ,” 
while President Missionary Gloria 
Moffatt, President of Mississippi’s 
Second’s Purity Band, feels that “in 
order to work with children we need 
positivity, endurance, and to con- 
tinue to hold up the standards of 
holiness.” 

As long as there is an International 
Women’s Convention, no one will 
worry whether or not this will hap- 
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Dallas, Texas - Site of the Third Regional 
Church Growth Conference 


By Glenda Goodson 


There have been many programs 
designed to facilitate a jump start on 
spiritual growth in the Church of God 
in Christ (COGIC), but no program 
has had more impact on problems of 
apathy, the revolving door syndrome 
or been able to utilize the wealth of tal- 
ent and experience within the COGIC 
more than the Regional Church Growth 
Conferences. And, certainly, none 
has more sharply focused on sus- 
tained urban rebirth. 


Almost ten decades ago, on his 
way home from the Azusa Street 
Revival, God used COGIC Founder, 
Bishop C. H. Mason, as a catalyst 
for the saving of 2700 souls in Virginia. 
Today, the COGIC is again experi- 
encing phenomenal growth. The 
dilemma she now faces is one that some 
outside the Church would count as a 
blessing. How can the Church’s 
exponential growth (climbing to more 
than 8.5 million members worldwide) 
continue while leaders develop, train 
and utilize the army of Christian sol- 


diers who will “go out into the high- 
ways and hedges” to positively effect 
America’s inner city rebirth? 

A program, dubbed Vision 2000 
and Beyond, developed by the 
COGIC’s Presiding Bishop Chandler 
D. Owens, is gaining attention all over 
the world. Bishop Owens has a heart 
for the inner city, where crime, drugs 
and other myriad problems exist. He 
feels that the COGIC has an advantage 
because most of her congregations 
are located within the inner city. 


He further believes that a key 
link in this new spiritual thrust is 
training COGIC pastors to take these 
areas, entire cities and America for Jesus 
Christ. Conference Chairman, Pastor 
E. C. Morris, and an appointed team 
of church growth experts believe that 
change must be driven by a consecrated 
and energized pastoral re-awaken- 
ing, if the COGIC is to help lead the 
country in spiritual restoration. The 
leaders of the church have tapped into 
the deep well of talented pastoral 
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leaders who have been successful in 
their local ministries. 


The Whole Truth Magazine 
caught up with the Church Growth 
Conference motivational team on 
May 23, 1996, and asked them to 
talk about how they viewed their mis- 
sion, conference successes and why 
others should attend the two upcom- 
ing conferences slated for September 
and October. This Round Table group 
had just returned to the host church 
(Saintsville Church of God in Christ, 
Bishop J. Neaul Haynes, pastor) after 
braving 90 degree heat in an “ojt” 
(on the job training) evangelistic out- 
reach train-the-trainer session. They 
had spread out and fanned across 
Southern Dallas in witnessing teams. 
The results on that day were 48 souls 
added to the kingdom of God. 


The Round Table participants 
included Conference host and Second 
Assistant Presiding Bishop, J. N. 
Haynes; Conference Chairman, Pas- 
tor E. C. Morris (Mt. Airy COGIC, 


Philadelphia, PA); Dr. Jerry Maynard 
(Pentecostal Tabernacle COGIC, 
Nashville, TN); Elder Robert “Pastor 
Bob” Jackson (Acts Full Gospel 
COGIC, Oakland, CA); the recently 
appointed Bishop, Marvin C. Pryor, 
(Victorious Believers Ministries 
COGIC, Saginaw, MI); Pastor Ron Hill 
(Love and Unity COGIC, Los Ange- 
les, CA); Conference Aide, Elder 
Clifton Brown (Greater Faith COGIC, 
Memphis, TN); and Mrs. Glenda 
Goodson, Associate Editor, The Whole 
Truth Magazine. Team member, Pas- 
tor James C. Austin, Sr. (St. Luke 
COGIC, Chicago, IL) was not present 
due to an emergency. 

These men see the Church of God 
in Christ as the established leader in 
the Pentecostal-holiness tradition 
among African-Americans, thus giv- 
ing her unparalleled advantage in 
inner city ministry. 

During the Dallas Conference, 
an overview of the life of Founding 
Apostle C. H. Mason was followed by 
such topics as: The Pastor’s Person- 
al Life; Road Blocks to Church Growth; 
Introduction to Leadership; How Pas- 
tors Can Slow Down the “Revolving 
Door Syndrome;” The Pastor and His 
Faith; and, Developing SWAT Teams. 

Pastors who have witnessed the 
moving of God through these meet- 
ings have returned to their local con- 
gregations renewed, ‘charged up’ and 
ready to use the principles they have 
learned to win their communities for 
the Lord Jesus Christ... 

The area of leadership development 
is tackled in the training sessions. 
All members felt that in order to take 
their communities for Christ, each 
pastor must realize this plan does not 
promote unhealthy competition. By 
re-awakening the pastors to the tra- 
ditional strengths of the COGIC, i.e., 
the emphasis on developing a strong 
personal prayer life; door to door wit- 
nessing; and believing that it is God’s 


will for our churches to grow; numer- 


ical growth will follow. As COGIC 
pastors push forward as agents of 
change, America will be impacted in 
positive and meaningful ways. 

The average number of members 
in the congregations of these facilitators 
is 1,450, with the largest church stand- 
ing at 4,000 members strong. Indi- 
vidual pastors may be wary of any sem- 
inar, workshop or conference designed 
specifically around the idea of mega- 
churches. Not to worry, say the Round 
Table participants. They do not bring 
to the table ideas and theories read about 
in books. These successful pastors 
speak from “hands on,” personal 
experiences. While God has blessed 
these pastors with large congrega- 
tions, each man knows what it means 
to not have enough money to pay 
bills - Pastor Bob started out with no 
money - members leaving and a host 
of other common frustrations and 
problems. They are well acquainted 
with feelings of wanting to give up. 

These men also want to assure 
pastors, superintendents and bishops 
who are preparing to send in their 
$100 registration fee for the Brooklyn 
and San Francisco conferences that they 
feel gaining members for the sake of 
claiming a large following is sheer folly. 
All agreed that anyone who talks 
only about numerical growth has 
missed the boat. Essential to overall 
growth is spiritual growth within the 
congregation. 


A SOULA MINUTE 


The group talked about their train- 
the-trainer practicum. Bishops, super- 
intendents and pastors went into neigh- 
borhoods in the city of Dallas. Utilizing 
a method taught by “Pastor Bob” 
Jackson, they asked residents they 
encountered, Do you have a minute to 
spare? The lessons hit home. After 
45 minutes out in the streets, 48 souls 
were won for Jesus. 


Superintendents and pastors 
were observed re-telling the joy 
they felt in winning a soul into the 
kingdom. 


CATCH THE VISION 


During The Whole Truth Mag- 
azine’s Round Table discussion, the 
conference facilitators talked about a 
lot of things: the Presiding Bishop’s 
Vision 2000, commitment to encour- 
aging other pastors and the revitalization 
of America’s inner cities, to name a few. 
However, the greatest thing this writer 
observed was their tremendous love 
for God; respect for Bishop Owens; 
and, their desire to bring sinners to 
Christ. These princes of the church want 
to share their excitement and their 
love. 

Please note: Chairman Morris 
and the team members want it known 
that any pastor can attend any con- 
ference in any region. Presiding Bish- 
op Owens’ purpose for the regional con- 
cept was for the sake of economy. 
The leaders of the church are aware that 
some pastors have full-time jobs, and 
for others with smaller congrega- 
tions, hotel costs and airfare are pro- 
hibitive. However, it will greatly 
benefit any pastor from any region to 
attend the remaining two conferences: 
Conference IV in Brooklyn, New 
York, September 3rd thru 5th and 
Conference V in San Francisco, Cal- 
ifornia, October Ist thru 3rd. 

For further information, please 
call Chairman E. C. Morris at: (215) 


276 - 2960; or, Coordinator Bishop 
Melvin Pryor at (517) 755 - 7692. 
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PERSONAL PE CTIVES 


BISHOP J. NEAUL HAYNES ON ENCOURAGEMENT TO PASTORS: 

The bulwark of the whole church are the pastors. What we do as bishops 
is to try to keep the pastors encouraged.... I’m excited because I’ve got 
something new to give to (the people I serve). 


I have been in the Church of God in Christ all of my life, and I have never 
witnessed anything like this. The pastors in our jurisdiction are excited. I saw — 
superintendents with tears running down their faces. The next time I announce 
a call meeting, I believe I will have an easier time. | 


PASTOR E. C. MORRIS ON PROGRESSIVE PASTORS (who are conducting the con- 
ferences): These progressive pastors have very spiritual ministries. They are teaching, not 


something that they’ ve learned in school, but successful principles being carried out in their 
home churches. | 


PASTOR RON HILL ON THE VALUE OF EXPERIENCE: 
Because we are all pastors, we all know from our own experiences, as well as from talk- 
ing to other pastors, the problems (we need to address) in the conference. 


... AND THE LAW OF SERVING OTHERS: 


One of the secrets in life is to serve other people. I’ve learned that if I serve my lead- 
ers well, the men who sit under me will reciprocate. It’s a law. 
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PASTOR CLIFTON M. BROWN ON CONFERENCE BENEFITS: 

I was the first one to benefit from the minds of the team. After we met in Chicago 
to organize the conferences, I went home and began to implement the principles. I 
believe we must take the church to the community to provoke the community to come 
to the church. 


PASTOR ROBERT JACKSON ON THE PROGRAM'S DIVINE INSPIRATION... 
Four years ago, the Lord revealed to me that with the seven step approach we were using 
in our local church and (the way in which) we were working it, we were going to be able 
to take America for Jesus. I did not know how this was going to be, but we began to speak 
and believe that and now we’re doing it! 


BISHOP MARVIN PRYOR ON SHARING THE VISION... 
As team members, we don’t let our egos get in the way. As pastors, we share a vision. 
We want others to catch our vision and run with it. 


.. AND THE POSITIVE FOCUS ON GROWTH: 
We're just saying that every church can grow, every church will grow, every church must grow and every church 
is growing. 


DR. JERRY MAYNARD ON THE UNITY OF CONFERENCE FACILITATORS: 

We understand that if we’re to convey a message to the other pastors throughout the 
COGIC that it takes a joint effort.... The Vision comes from the Presiding Bishop and 

the Presidium of the COGIC and it is passed down...and that represents unity. rw 
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At the conclusion of the 1995 Holy 
Convocation, the National Board of 
Trustees elected a Chairman and Vice 
Chairperson to complete the term of the 
sixth historic quadrennial. After the Gen- 
eral Assembly adjourned, Tuesday, 
November 15th, a special election was 
convened in the Presiding Bishop’s 
Chambers at the church’s worldwide 
headquarters, Mason Temple. 

The Presiding Bishop directed a 
General Board member, Bishop Phillip 
A. Brooks, to conduct the election with 
the General Secretary, Bishop W. W. 
Hamilton assisting in counting the 
votes. The members of the Board of 
Trustees first cast their votes for Chair- 
man. Elder Dwight L. Green, of Hamp- 
ton, Virginia, became the overwhelm- 
ing choice as the Board of Trustees 
second historic chairman. The Presid- 
ing Bishop then called for the election 
of a Vice-Chairperson. Mrs. Mildred 
Linzy of Lanham, Maryland was clear- 
ly the choice to serve as Vice Chair- 
person. 

Mrs. Linzy is distinguished as the 
first woman to serve as Vice Chair- 
person of the Board of Trustees. Both 
Green and Linzy were elected in the 1988 
general election and were re-elected 
ial USED. 

“Tt was a day of double honor, “ said 
Chairman Green, as he watched the 
General Assembly place his father, 
Bishop Samuel L. Green, back on the 
General Board; afterward he received 
the confidence of his Trustee con- 


« CHAIRMAN 


NATIONAL 
BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES 


stituents to serve 
as their Chairman. 
Asked if he were 
going to run for re- 
election, he replied, 
“Iie the / General 
Assembly feels the way my colleagues 
feel, and the Lord is willing, of course 
I'll serve my church another term.” 

Chairman Green has come through 
the Trustee ranks, serving as the secretary 
for the Headquarters Review Commit- 
tee in 1988; secretary for the budgetary 
committee and committee on conven- 
tions in 1990; and the chairman of the 
budgetary committee from 1991 until 
1995. He was instrumental in improv- 
ing the budgetary process and sup- 
ported specifically the need to expand 
the Mission Ministry Budget. In the 1992 
general election Chairman Green received 
the second highest delegate vote among 
all Trustees. 

After the special election was com- 
pleted, Chairman Green acknowledged 
his predecessor, Bishop Roger Jones, 
for the longevity of his service and 
instructive support and guidance. He then 
congratulated the Presiding Bishop C. 
D. Owens, First and Second Presiding 
Bishops, C. L. Anderson and J. Neaul 
Haynes and his father Bishop Green and 
the other newly elected officers of the 
church and pledged his loyal support to 
the Church, the Board of Trustees and 
the new Administration. 

Chairman Green serves with his 
father as Co-Pastor of the St. Johns 
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Chairman Dwight Green poses with Vice- 
Chairperson, Mrs. Mildred Linzy. 


Church of God in Christ, Newport 
News, Virginia. 

Vice chairperson Linzy gained 
recognition during her first election in 
1988. She received the highest vote total 
among all members of the Board of 
Trustees in 1988 and 1992. Moreover, 
her professional expertise in manage- 
ment and systems development and 
analysis has greatly enhanced Head- 
quarters’ operational procedures. Mrs. 
Linzy also serves the National Church 
as a member of the Publishing Board. 
She has served as the Chairperson of the 
Board of Trustees of her local church, 
Kelsey’s Temple Church of God in 
Christ, Washington D.C., where Elder 
Fred Morris is pastor. 

Vice Chairman, Deacon Walter 
Jones and Bishop Warren Miller fulfilled 
the responsibilities of Chairman until the 
Presiding Bishop and General Board 
called for the election. The General 
Board; Chairman of the General Assem- 
bly, Bishop Frank Ellis; General Sec- 
retary, Bishop W. W. Hamilton; Finan- 
cial Secretary, Bishop Frank White; 
Attorney O. T. Wells; and Bishop Ladell 
Thomas of the Board of Bishops; were 
on hand to witness the occasion. 


TUT 


Dr. Jerry Macklin, 
AIM Convention President 


Auxiliaries In Ministry, better known as “AIM” is a conference that has 


something for every member of the family. As a key component of the Vision 2000 and Beyond program, AIM 
is a new approach to national conventions. Its objectives are global in scope—and its workshops and seminars 
literally “take aim” at equipping leaders and laymen for successfully handling the difficult challenges of a world 
that has been reduced to a very large community that has to withstand incessant crises. 

AIM President, the inimitable Superintendent Jerry Macklin of Hayward, California, is the consummate plan- 
ner and organizer. His efforts in planning this Super Conference were bolstered by Missions President, Bishop Carlis 
Moody; Evangelism leaders, Dr. E. Battles, and Elder Richard “Mr. Clean” White; Youth Department leaders, Bish- 
op Charlie Brewer, Chairlady Deborah Thomas and Executive Secretary, Pastor Drew Sheard: Music Department 
officials Madame LuVonia Whitley, Dorinda Clark-Cole, Madame Mattie Wigley and Professor Iris Stevenson, 
Sunday School officers, Field Representative Gloria Smith, Mrs. Mae Winbush, Pastor Robert Smith and the mas- 
ter teacher, Dr. Charles Smith, along with many other key staff persons. 


AIM’s class offerings include training leaders for children and youth ministries, as well as classes for children 
and youth themselves; “Singles and Couples” workshops; Church Growth symposiums; music labs; and puppet 
ministry. The evangelism and missions departments offer specialized and intensive seminars for preparing seri- 
ous missionaries and evanglists for more effective ministries: effective street ministry, drug and alcohol rehab, effec- 
tive witnessing, institutional ministries, and ministries to the disabled. 


Other highlights include: 


¢ Scholastic motivation competition 
¢ Late night preaching services and musicals 
¢ Drill team competitions 
¢ Daily live radio broadcasts 
¢ A nationwide satellite uplink into churches across America 
¢ Twenty four hour prayer vigils 
¢ The Annual “Song Is Born’’ Musical 
..-And much, much, more. 


With an array of powerful teachers and preachers such as Bishop G. E. Patterson, Pastor Ron Hill, Pastor 
Michael Eaddy, Superintendent Richard White, along with all Departmental leaders and their chairladies, and 
assistants, Bishop Owens’ words regarding this year’s AIM Convention resound with inspiring veracity: “Never 
before in our church’s history have we had such talent and opportunity ... .” Tuy 
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Scott A. Bradley 


he Million-Man March held 
in Washington D.C. last October 
(1995) will go down as one of the most 
tremendous gatherings, both political 
as well as religious, in American his- 
tory. Black men from all over the 
world were in attendance. Although 
the theme was not a religious one, the 
leaders consisted of ministers from all 
faiths and political persuasions. Some 
estimated that the gathering had close 
to two-million in attendance, which 
certainly would have made this the 
largest gathering at the Nation's Capi- 
tol in history - even outnumbering the 
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famous 1963 Civil Rights March on 
Washington. One estimate even had 
Christian attendance as the highest 
among religious persuasions. 

This is surprising because the 
key figure in all of this was the con- 
troversial Nation of Islam leader, 
Minister Louis Farrakhan. This means 
that a Muslim had enough influence 
to lead a march with an overwhelm- 
ing attendance of Christians, a feat sel- 
dom done even by Christians among 
themselves. Is this good? Why does 
Minister Farrakhan have so much 
influence over Black men? What 


Vhat should the Attitude 


|. Be? 


should the attitude of the Church be 
towards Minister Farrakhan? 

THE BLACK THEME 

Historically, the radical Black 
Muslims were started in America in 
1934 by a man named W. D. Farad. 
Among his first converts was a man 
from Sandersville, Georgia named 
Elijah Poole, the son of a Baptist 
Minister, who later changed his name 
to Elijah Muhammad. Over the years, 
the theme of the Nation of Islam has 
been Black Nationalism with a sep- 
aratist view of race. According to Eli- 
jah Muhammad, the White man was 


a blue-eyed devil grafted into existence 
by a mad scientist named Yacub. An 
interesting thing about this informa- 
tion that Elijah Muhammad suppos- 
edly got from Farad, was the fact 
that Farad, himself, was a white man. 
This would mean that Elijah Muham- 
mad got this information about the 
“blue-eyed devil” from a devil him- 
self. Today, Minister Farrakhan often 
has Farad's picture hanging along 
side Elijah Muhammad's. Farad mys- 
teriously disappeared without a trace. 

During the time of the Civil Rights 
movement, Black radicals were wel- 
come among certain circles. Their 
appeal was the Black theme and the 
strong, fearless image that they pro- 
jected. Their speeches were laced with 
subjects of Black pride and indepen- 
dence. Although the tactics have 
evolved since the time of the The 
Nations inception, Minister Far- 
rakhan has continued to use the theme 
of Black pride and radicalism in a 
charismatic way. 

But is what Farrakhan saying 
original or a divine message? The 
answer to this question is no! In 
fact, many things that Minister Far- 
rakhan says are not original. Any 
student of Black history knows that 
what Minister Farrakhan says (par- 
ticularly when it comes to themes of 
Nationalism, self-supporting issues, 
economic, social or racial issues) has 
even been preached by men such as 
Rev. Andrew Crummel, Frederick 
Douglas, Martin Delaney, W. E. B 
Dubois and Marcus Garvey for over 
a century since Emancipation. 

Therefore, to feel that Farrakhan 
has come up with a divine revelation 
for the Black man is erroneous. The 
only advantages that Farrakhan has are 
his platform and his ability to manip- 
ulate the press. He also has a very dif- 
ferent image in public than in private; 


in private he says things to his local 
followers that lambaste Christianity 
and put himself and his predecessor, 
Elijah Muhammad, on the same plat- 
form as Jesus, using terms such as 
“Savior” and “Messiah” in reference 
to himself. 
THE BLACK CHURCH 
AND ISLAM 

The church must understand 
that there can be no compromise 
when it comes to Christ and Chris- 
tianity. The idea that Muslims and 
Christians can co-exist in a religious 
setting is erroneous. First of all, the 
Muslims do not believe in the same 
God. Contrary to popular belief, 
Allah and God are not the same! 
Allah was a Moon Diety of the 
Sebeans, an Arabian tribe. It is one 
of 360 gods in the holy house of 
Mecca called kabah. Mohammad 
used this idol to help his religious/polit- 
ical movement when he was exiled 
from Mecca. This is why the crescent 
moon symbol is present in Islam. 

The Orthodox Islamic doctrine 
only acknowledges Jesus as a 
prophet and denies Him as the Son 
of God. This is a direct contradiction 
to the entire foundation of the Chris- 
tian faith. However, the teachings of 
the late Elijah Muhammad say that 
“Christianity is the religion of the 
white man and that the natural religion 
of the Black man is Islam.” This is 
untrue! Christianity was in Africa cen- 
turies (570 A.D.) before Mohammed 
was even born. By the 5th century, 
Ethiopia was already a Christian 
country and the gospel influence had 
already spread to much of East Africa. 
Further, of all of the Africans that 
came to America on slave ships, only 
about 20% were Muslims. (This is not 
to say that the other 80% were Chris- 
tians. There was a mixture of religious 
beliefs including Christianity as well 


as Christian influenced religions). 

Therefore, it is historically veri- 
fiable that Christianity's influence 
was in Africa and preached by Black 
men and women centuries before 
Islam. Hence, Elijah Muhammad's 
statement is not true. 

Even Orthodox Muslims rejected 
Elijah Muhammad's teachings, view- 
ing the Nation of Islam in a way sim- 
ilar to how Christians view Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses. But Minister 
Farrakhan's organization of the Mil- 
lion-Man-March brought him credi- 
bility among the mainstream Islam- 
ic nations. Among his allies was 
Libyan president, and known ter- 
rorist organizer, Momar Kadhafi. 
His speeches during his recent tour 
through portions of Africa and the Mid- 
dle-East were filled with religious 
epithets such as “God will destroy 
America by the hand of the Mus- 
lims.” 

The facts are that Jesus warned us 
of false prophets that will come and 
deceive many. Christians should be 
warmed that, although Minister Louis 
Farrakhan is very charismatic and 
speaks a lot of truth regarding racial, 
political and socioeconomic issues, 
there still is an underlying agenda. 
Remember, the deception of the ser- 
pent in the garden of Eden was not 
what he told Eve, but what he didn't 
tell her! 

Scott A. Bradley is pastor of the 
Rivers of Life Inspirational COGIC 
in the Chicago area. He has served as 
the Chicago Bulls Team Chaplain 
for the past 13 years. 

Bradley is the author of the books: 
Black Man: Cursed or Blessed? 
Breaking the Spirit of the American 
Black Male 

Christianity Vs. Islam 
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Know ye not that your body is the pid of God...? 
Beloved, I wish above all things that you would prosper and be in health... 


Men and women in Christian service are often at very high 
risk for certain illnesses such as heart disease, strokes, dia- 
betes and hypertension. Dedicated ministers and missionaries 
sometimes fail to give essential attention to their physical 
health due to the demands of "doing ministry.” Ministry is 
a high stress level profession because those involved 
sometimes get too involved as they take on the problems 
of those to whom they minister. 

As a regular feature in The Whole Truth, an article on "The 
Healthy Temple" will be written by qualified health care pro- 
fessionals, most of whom also happen to be Christ 
and COGIC. 


The best time to visit your physician is when you are WELL. This allows your health care professional to assess 
your overall physical condition. He or she also has a baseline from which to observe your health in the future. Many 
men are reluctant to see a doctor because they view this as a sign of weakness or as a waste of time and money. 
In addition, sometimes people in general prefer not to know that they are ill; hence, diseases that are preventable 
and successfully treatable, if detected early, progress to stages where treatment has to De more aggressive and inva- 
sive. In some cases, delay makes treatment not beneficial at all. . | 
Tt is not a lack of faith to make the most of professional health care. To the contrary, it shows wisdom and 
Ss ee the believer is serious about taking care of the temple where the Holy Spirit dwells. It is a form of good 
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This issue examines the warning signs of heart disease, high blood pressure, and high levels of stress. 


HEART DISEASE AND STROKE 


Many people mistakenly believe that cancer is the leading cause of death in America, but HEART DISEASE 
holds first place in this category. Of the one and one-half million Americans who suffer heart attacks each year, 
nearly one-third of them die. More than 70 million persons suffer from cardiovascular diseases of the heart and 
blood vessels, which include high blood pressure, coronary heart disease, atherosclerosis, arteriosclerosis, stroke 
and rheumatic heart disease. The breakdown by gender and age looks like this: 1 in 9 women between the ages 
of 45 and 64 have some form of heart disease; the ratio rises dramatically to 1 in3.for ages 65 and older; the sta- 
tistics for men of the same age groups are | in 6 and | in 8; respectively. j 

Atherosclerosis (accumulation of fatty deposits in and‘on thedining of artery walls) and arteriosclerosis (hard- 
ening of the arteries) are common blood vessel diseases. Atherosclerosis can be detected during a routine physi- 
cal examination. The physician may be able to detect the hardness of arteries in the forearms, indicative of arte- 
riosclerosis. There are other more advanced tests that:ean: be performed in either case. The. two diseases can co-exist, 
greatly increasing the risk of aortic aneurysm, a ‘weakening and enlargement ofan artery. In addition, pieces of 
the fatty deposits can break free and travel with blood flow. Eventually these deposits will block an artery (arte- 
rial embolism), restrict or cut off blood flow to tissues served by that vessel and a to a cerebrovascular accident, 
most commonly known as a STROKE. si ' 

Someone dies from heart disease every 34. Keomhs. Healthier lifestyles and advances in treatment have 
resulted in a decreasing number of deaths from heart diseases. Still, too many people are dying and many of these 
deaths are preventable. Gender, age and heredity are risk factors over which no one has control. However, diet, 
weight control, physical exercise and adhering to prescribed treatments for high. blood pressure, diabetes and high 
cholesterol levels are precautionary measures that can drastically reduce | the eny of heart Recs 


Warning Signs of Heart Attack include: 


Pain in the following areas - 
* in the middle of the chest 


* over the entire chest area and radiati g. dor | 
* over both arms, shoulders, jaw or nec] 
Common EARLY SIGNS include swea Bs 
Warning Signs of Stroke include: 
* sudden numbness, weakness or paralysis of the 
* difficulty speaking or understanding simple sta em 
rapid onset of blurred or decreased vision, espécia 
double vision ws 
sudden, temporary dizziness, loss of balance or an diexuiaes fall 


e, amarm ora leg 
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HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE 
HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE or HYPERTENSION is also known as "The Silent Killer" because the disease has 
no detectable symptoms. In fact, one can have it for years and not know it. Left untreated, hypertension: 
* doubles the risk of contracting heart disease 
* can cause heart attacks and strokes 
can cause kidney damage or kidney failure 


can cause eye damage or blindness 
can strain and damage artery walls 


can affect brain functioning 


Coe MS Se 


The only way to detect high blood pressure early is to have regular physical check-ups. Your health care pro- 
fessional may need to take your blood pressure readings several weeks or months apart. This is because blood pres- 
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sure can fluctuate from hour to hour and there are many things that can raise it temporarily. 

A blood pressure reading contains two numbers: the top represents the pressure in your blood vessels during 
a heartbeat; the bottom, the pressure in your blood vessels as your heart rests between beats. Healthy adults gen- 
erally have readings in the 100/70 to 140/90 range. If you CONSISTENTLY have readings of 140/90 or greater, 
you are considered as having hypertension. Even if your blood pressure is normal, if you have close relatives with 
high blood pressure, you still need to take precautions such as: 


* choosing a diet low in saturated fats and processed or red 


meats 
* exercising regularly and watching your weight 
* abstaining from alcohol 


* watching your coffee consumption (keep it at moderate levels) 
* learning to manage stress effectively . 


STRESS 

Though rare, heart attacks can be brought on by severe and over- 
whelming stress. Stress can also raise cholesterol levels and blood pres- 
sure. Most people have experienced stress in some way, shape or form. 
For some, the experience has been temporary. Others have learned to 
prevent being overwhelmed by various demands through better plan- 
ning, time management and undaunted trust in God! 

Nevertheless, there remains a significant number of persons for whom 
living with stress has become a way of life. This is not only unhealthy 
spiritually, but also physically. The effects of stress do not always dissipate. There are a number of other illness- 
es, in addition to the above, that can be brought on or worsened by stress. 


Look for stress to manifest itself through physical symptoms: 
* headaches * upset or nervous stomach 
* sleeplessness * digestive or bowel/bladder change * fatigue 


Or fdr psychological symptoms: 
increased irritability 
* feelings of pessimism and resentment 
* feelings of victimization or unappreciation 
* emotional fatigue 
* anxiety 
* feeling burdened, overwhelmed 
* withdrawal 
* fits of crying or laughter 


* inappropriate aggressive behavior 


There are a number of ways to control stress. As mentioned before, better planning of time and personal resource 
management often work: heavy workloads, having to constantly meet or beat deadlines and financial difficulties 
can be stressors. One should seek pastoral or other professional Christian counseling when stressors impact 
interpersonal relationships, emotional and / or physical well-being. 

Information in this article was adapted from The Mayo Clinic Family Healthbook on CD-Rom by IVI Publishing; 
1993 Heart Disease Facts and Statistics by the American Heart Association; and The Good Health Journal made 
available by Access Med Plus. TWIT 
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VISION 
200-0 


TAKES STEPS TO ENSURE 
ACADEMIC FUTURE OF COGIC YOUTH 


< oses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians 


and was powerful in speech and action (Acts 7:22 NIV) 


During the Annual Assembly 
of the COGIC in April, the Presiding 
Bishop announced that the Church 
of God in. Christ will-sponsor a 
National Education Program called 
“The Parental Involvement in 
Schools and Tutorial Programs.” 
Stating that "we can no longer 
remain indifferent to the quality and 
content of secular education," 
Bishop Chandler D. Owens chal- 
lenged the jurisdictional bishops of 
the Church of God in Christ to 
participate in and sponsor this vital 
segment of VISION 2000. The 
program has been placed under 
the capable guidance of Claudia 
Wells-Hamilton, a retired principal 
and educator of the Michigan Pub- 
lic School System. 

Parental Involvement in 
Schools Is Phase One of the edu- 
cational program and addresses 
the parents’ involvement in the 


daily studies of their children. 
Says Wells-Hamilton, "Through 
the years, many gifted, marvelous, 
devout, school age, COGIC youth 
have been unable to fulfill their 
potential....A great number of 
devout Christian parents have been 
active in encouraging their children's 
religious affirmation, but have 
neglected to become involved in 
their children's formal education.” 
Through Phase One, the program 
will not only maximize parental 
involvement in the academic pur- 
suits of children, but will also 
identify youth whose academic 
skills are "dormant" so they can be 
motivated to strive to reach their 
highest potential. 

Phase Two, the Tutorial Pro- 
gram, will offer academic assistance 
in mathematics, science, reading, 
and writing skills. This program will 
be designed to address many defi- 


ciencies in the these vital academic 
areas that place our youth at risk for 
mediocrity or failure. 
Wells-Hamilton is available to 
present the program to jurisdic- 
tions at the request of their bishops. 
The bishops would then assign 
coordinators to work with her. In 
a brief presentation to the members 
of the General Assembly, Wells- 
Hamilton commented, "We want 
our youth to know they can go to 
heaven and be high achievers also. 
They «(ean) become better 
spokespersons for the church." 
Plans are to incorporate the 
program in churches in every major 
city and any other "possible loca- 
tion” of the United States and 
around the world. For more infor- 
mation, you can call Claudia Wells- 
Hamilton at (810) 681-8899. 


TuuT 
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odern Pentecostalism, viewed in 
the context of the 19th and 20th centuries, has as 
its forerunner the holiness teachings of the 
Methodist Church. According to renowned 
Pentecostal author, Vinson Synan: 


John Wesley, the indomitable founder of 
Methodism, was the spiritual and intellectual 
father of the modern holiness and Pentecostal 
movements which have issued from Methodism with- 
in the last century. Ina lifetime (1703 - 1791) which 
practically spanned the eighteenth century, Wes- 
ley had time to develop and refine his ideas on the- 
ology, sociology, and ecclesiology. (The) basic 
premises on which Methodism rests, along with all 
the other religious movements with origins in 
Methodism, were meticulously set down by Wes- 
ley.... 


Wesley’s writings reveal his personal quest 
for holiness “‘...and the Wesleyan doctrine of per- 
fection.” He converted from Anglican sacra- 
mentalism to Evangelical Christianity in 1738. This 
conversion was in response to his own admission 
to frequent lapses into sin. At a religious society 
meeting, Wesley described his heart being ‘strange- 
ly warmed.’ Wesley’s testimony of sanctification 
sounds very similar to the testimonies of Pentecostal 
believers: 
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About three in the morning, as we were con- 
tinuing in prayer, the power of God came might- 
ily upon us, inasmuch that many cried out for 
exceeding joy, and many fell to the ground. As soon 
as we recovered a little from that awe and amaze- 
ment at the presence of His Majesty, we broke out 
with one voice, “We praise thee, O God; we 
acknowledge thee to be the Lord.” 


Many within the Methodist church, particularly 
the Calvinist branch, led by George Whitfield, 
opposed Wesley’s holiness experience and theo- 
ry. Despite this, perfectionism, a mainstay of 
Pentecostals, “...became the distinguishing doctrine 
of Methodism and thus (Methodism) became the 
first great holiness church.” Wesley taught “...per- 
fection of motives and desire...” rather than sin- 
less perfection. 


The great Christian evangelists, Charles 
Finney, Billy Sunday, et al., taught holiness and 
testified of mystical experiences, but did not 
embrace Pentecostalism. Nevertheless, their 
fervor and obvious sincerity laid the founda- 
tion for the ushering in of a new Christian 
era—Pentecostal holiness. 
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ROOTS OF Mo ERN | 
-PENTECOSTALISM 


Modern Pentecostalism has its roots in the first century church. 
The very foundation of the Pentecostal theology is based on the 
events of the book of Acts, which, in its first few chapters, 
describes the events surrounding the incredible experience of 
the disciples on the day of Pentecost: 


_nd when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And sud- 
enly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sit- 
ting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And 
they were all amazed and marveled saying one to another, Behold, are not these which speak Galileans? And 
how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? But Peter standing with the eleven, lifted up 
his voice and said unto them, Ye men of Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you and 
hearken to my words: for these are not drunken as ye suppose...but this is that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel. And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh (Acts 2:1-4, 7, 
8, 14-18). ; 

Pentecostals maintain that a Holy Spirit baptism is accompanied by the evidential sign of speaking in tongues. 
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They contend that the experience of 
the day of Pentecost should be repeat- 
ed in the lives of all believers, that 
speaking in tongues is “...a normative 
religious experience available to all 
Christians.” 

Modern Pentecostalism emerged 
from a recurrence of the “Acts expe- 
rience’ at the turn of the twentieth cen- 
tury during the now renowned Azusa 
Street revival in Los Angeles, California 
in 1906. From the influence of the 
teachings of a Charles Parham in 
Topeka, Kansas in 1901, the Azusa 
Street revival led to the proliferation 
of Pentecostalism throughout the 
world. Parham was the director of a 
Bible college in Topeka. “It was 
(there) on January 1, 1901, that the Pen- 
tecostal blessing fell and, as in Apos- 
tolic times, students spoke in other 
tongues.” Nevertheless, contempo- 
rary adherents to the doctrines of 
Pentecost concur “...that in one form 
or another (the experience) has man- 
ifested itself throughout the history of 
the Christian church.” 

Charles Conn, in his history of the 
Church of God of Cleveland, Ten- 
nessee, suggests that an 1896 revival 
in Cherokee County, North Carolina, 
was the actual beginning of the mod- 
ern Pentecostal movement. Despite 
the discrepancies concerning when the 
Pentecostal movement commenced, 
most “...Pentecostals tend to believe 
that the Pentecostal experience is not 
a religious innovation because it has 
manifested itself through the history 
of the Christian church.” After the 
Jerusalem outburst recorded in Acts, 
the second chapter, it can be gathered 
from the Apostle Paul’s writings that 
the emotional manifestations of tongue 
speaking and being filled with the 
Spirit were very prevalent. The Apos- 
tle devoted the twelfth, thirteenth, 
and fourteenth chapters of First 
Corinthians to addressing and cor- 


recting the improper overuse of spir- 
itual gifts. Studies of the post-Apos- 
tolic age reveal that Pentecostal man- 
ifestations “...were becoming rare 
and were being viewed with some 
misgivings by those in authority.” 

These manifestations were sup- 
posedly rare between the first centu- 
ry and the sixteenth century when 
they re-appeared among Radical 
Anabaptists in Germany and the 
Camisards and Jansinists in seven- 
teenth-century France. In America, in 
the 1800's, the Shakers were the most 
Pentecostal-oriented group. During 
the first part of the 1800’s, the Irvin- 
gite movement surfaced in England. 
Religion’s low level of influence 
caused many Christians to begin pray- 
ing for another Pentecost. “Facts 
and literature appeared on the subject 
of the Holy Spirit; conferences con- 
vened.” Healing and tongue speak- 
ing occurred in 1830 in the church in 
Scotland. 

The aforementioned “Irvingites” 
were persons in a London congre- 
gation pastored by Edward Irving 
who were allowed to prophesy and 
speak in tongues. Although Irving him- 
self did not speak in tongues, he did 
not feel he had the authority to prohibit 
the move of the Spirit among his 
parishioners. Irving’s personal pres- 
tige as a clergyman lent credibility to 
these Pentecostal outbreaks; hence, pas- 
tors of other congregations came and 
observed and ultimately allowed the 
same thing to happen in their church- 
es. Eventually, the attacks from the 
public and the “London Times” led to 
the closure of Irving’s church. How- 
ever, (On) October 19, 1832, the 
Exhibition Hall off Oxford Street 
was acquired and made a church.” 
**..Pentecostal manifestations occurred 
at the opening meeting..., (gifted 
prophets) and the new order of Apos- 
tles... took over the church... sub- 


jecting their minister... and even inter- 
rupting his sermon.” 

The Irvingites of the 1800’s and 
the Pentecostals of the 1900’s were 
quite similar. Both groups believed 
that glossolalia among them mirrored 
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). As 
well, they both embraced the con- 
cepts that speaking in tongues was evi- 
dence of Holy Ghost baptism and 
that the nine gifts mentioned in | 
Corinthians 12, as well as tongue 
speaking, were to be consistently 
active in the church. While the Irvin- 
gites flourished in England, the gift of 
tongues “...was being manifested 
among the Mormons, the Adven- 
tists... (of) Ashdod, Massachusetts, and 
various groups... in the mountains of 
Tennessee and North Carolina.” These 
isolated instances were only a prelude 
to the plethora of Pentecostal revivals 
that “*...flooded the religious world of 
the twentieth century.” 

Nevertheless, Post Civil-War 
occurrences placed the United States 
in the position to become the real 
birthplace of modern Pentecostal- 
ism. 

Tracing the Roots of Modern Pen- 
tecostalism will continue in the next 
edition of The Whole Truth Maga- 
zine. 
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amela was born February 14, 1972. In ele- 
mentary school and high school, she finished at the top 
of her classes. Among her many academic honors was 
her induction into the National Honor ‘Society. She 
went on to attend Douglas College of Rutgers 
University. She grew up in the church as a member of 
the youth choir, Sunday School and Youth department. 
She came to Christ at an early age. She loved to sing 
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and to read. She was a family person, cherishing every 
moment she and her family did things together. 
Though quiet, Pamela was kind, responsible, polite, 
She demonstrated the 
influence of Christ in her words and deeds. 


On June 15, 1995, Pamela Denise died from AIDS. 
Her son, Curtis Antjuan, fell victim to the disease on Jan- 
uary 19, 1996. Pamela did not really fit the typical pro- 


caring, ladylike and sincere. 
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many? As of last December, 513,486 AIDS cases had been 


diagnosed. Of that number, 319,849 had died. Two of them 


were Pamela and Curtis. 


The Public Health Service estimates that as many as 
one million persons living in the United States are infect- 
ed with the HIV virus. Worldwide, the number swells to 
17 million. AIDS is the leading cause of death for Amer- 
ican adults ages 25 to 44. One in four new HIV infections 
occur in young people under the age of 20. One half occur 
in young people under the age of 24. With incubation peri- 
ods of 2 to Il years or longer, many of those dying in their 
20's may have actually contracted the disease as teenagers. 


The statistics are frightening because they are more 


than numbers - each is a real person, a soul. For the thou- — 


sands of persons who have died, are dying or are infect- 
ed, there are thousands of family members, friends and 
loved ones who are affected. They also have names and 
faces and souls. The church has a tri-fold responsibility 
in this crisis: to let those who are infected know that the 


Lord Jesus remains their hope and. salvation; to help | 
comfort and support those who are infected and their love 


ones; and, to educate our people to prevent them from join- 
ing the 40 to 60 thousand persons newly infected each year. 
It is a triune responsibility because ministry in this area 
is incomplete if it fails to encompass all three. 


The church's concern with the modes of infection relat- 


_ ed to this disease should help us focus on areas where we 
can effectively teach our young people not to become one 
of its victims. 


We rightly teach against the moral acceptability of a 
homosexual lifestyle. We rightly teach that drugs are among 
Satan's weapons used in his all-out efforts to steal, kill and 
destroy lives and families. We rightly teach against 
pre-marital sex. We rightly take the stand that not only 
is pre-marital sex a sin, but also that the best way to attempt 
to remain uninfected by HIV/AIDS is to abstain from sex- 
ual relations outside of marriage and to remain monog- 
amous and faithful within marriage. We must continue 
to teach and we must also touch through prayer and sup- 
port groups. We can touch the lives of those who are infect- 
ed or affected by HIV/AIDS. 

While doctors and researchers attack the disease 
medically, the church can attack it spiritually. We can endeav- 
or to win souls among those who have not come to the 


knowledge of Christ in both populations of victims and — 


their loved ones: We can, through love and compassion, 


file of AIDS victims, but this disease has many faces. How 


WHAT CAN 1DO TO HELP? — 


result % < 


The stigma surrounding HIV/AI os) victims is aa 1 
and fear is rampant, sometimes irrational. One must 
genuinely want to minister in this area and be willing to 
deal with criticism, ignorance and opposition. Support g groups 
are usually successful. If hosting a support group is not 
an option, the church can join the efforts of local hospi- 
tals, hospices and community agencies. 

On an individual level, there are a number of ways we 
can minister God's love ate piace 19 HIV/AIDS suffer- 
ers: 7 | : 
--Pray for the victims and heir Pilly member : 
Ask that God would use you as a messenger of His Be - 
and salvation through Jesus Christ. — 

--Believe the Lord for their healing. 


--Don't be afraid to share the j joy ‘of knowing Jesus with ‘ 
the victims. Remember that sometimes, the best witness 
is a simple prayer or kindness: ac ames 2: 14 - 17. 


_--Try not to avoid your acquaintance. . there 
because it instills hope. oo a 


Call and ask if it is of to come fore a visit. oe him 
or her make the decision: a , 


--Respond to his or Kes emotions. Weep when he or | 
she weeps. Laugh when he or she laughs. . : 

--Stay.in-contact with his. or ‘her family or care- giver. - 
They may need a break from time to time. 

--Provide transportation, do some shopping, help i 
answer mail and-help with household chores. These _ 
seemingly sunplens acts can pe more ees than 1 you “2 
realize. 2 


(Used by permission of He intends et 

For more informati . on what you or your church can 
do to help minister te HIV/AIDS victims and their fam- 
ilies, you may contact He Intends Victory, a Christian Min- 
istry to those affected x AIDS. You ey write this 
ministry at: . 

P. O. Box 13499, Tine, CA, 92713 or 1 telephone: 
1-800- Hiy-HOEP (448- 4673); = _ Tu | 
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Dear People of God: 


Blessed are they who mourn for they shall be comforted... 


I am seeking to deal with the death of our daughter in June of 1995 and of her son in January of 1996. Many people 
need to know how to get victory over loneliness, isolation, depression and anxiety. 


So many in our church are ashamed and hurt. I hope...this letter will help someone else. 


He Is Victory...! 


HIV is the acronym for the virus that causes AIDS. These letters (A-I-D-S) cause dread and fear in the hearts and 
minds of all who read or hear them. They were letters that I thought would never touch my family. 


However, four years ago, our lovely, 19 year old daughter returned from college with devastating news. She was 
HIV positive. Those words caused us to freeze, to almost stop breathing. 


Our family faced various crises before our loved one's death. During that time, I have learned that HIV to Chris- 
tians can mean "He Is Victory." Only Christ, who is our victory, can take us through this attack from Satan. He 
alone can keep us triumphant, encouraged, and free from despondency in critical times. 


He Is Victory to each believer, in any crisis. Christ causes us to overcome and to be more than conquerors, even in 
the face of death. 


He Is Victory to infected persons, and their affected loved ones, walking through the valley of the shadow of death. 
Thanks be to God who causes us to triumph! 


He is Victory when you are asking God, "Why?!" : 
He Is Victory when the doctors send your loved ones home to die "comfortably." 
He Is Victory as you envision them in Glory - no more tears, no more pain. New bodies and minds in His presence. 


Christ not only gives us victory, He Is Victory. 
Sincerely, 


Evangelist M. Garrett 
Christ Temple COGIC 
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he Spring Edition of the The Whole Truth Magazine, recovery ministry was described as a program 


in the church for providing support and counseling to those persons in our congregations and communities who 
have battled with drug addiction, alcoholism, or other addictions. 


Christian recovery ministry can go further than secular groups although many secular groups are very effective. 
Christian recovery ministry goes further by inviting support group participants to experience the love of God and 
the transforming, yoke destroying power of "the anointing." Whereas in secular support programs, the group 
members sometimes experience love and unity as they struggle to deal with their problems, a Christian support 
group becomes a place of salvation and healing - an extension of the church itself. 


This writer suggests four basic steps to beginning a support group or recovery ministry. 


Step 1 


Step 2 


Step 3 


Step 4 


is accomplished thru developing and maintaining a life of fasting, 
prayer and consecration 


is identifying and determining the needs of the 


congregation/community 


is identifying the participants 
is group preparation 
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Whether a support group mem- 
ber, pastor, layman or degreed 
professional, one's prayer and con- 
secration life is indispensable, for 
doing recovery ministry. The ulti- 
mate purpose of any support group 
is to bring the participants into a 
healing, delivering and reconcil- 
iatory relationship with Jesus 
Christ. One must not only be a will- 
ing vessel, but also a vessel that the 
Lord can use. One is in a position 
of service and must be empowered 
for that service. Many of the prob- 
lems participants encounter have 
demonic origins; therefore, we are 
not wrestling against flesh and 
blood, but as the Word of God 
says, against principalities, powers 
and spiritual wickedness in high 
places. Those who undertake 
recovery ministry must be prayer- 
ful and careful. 

Identifying and determining 
the needs of the congregation/com- 
munity can be aided in a variety of 
ways. Pastors or other ministeri- 
al workers may note common 
struggles among their counselees 
or congregation members. Many 
news/journalism programs feature 
special interest pieces that often 
highlight certain concerns and 
problems. Make a list of potential 
needs the congregation or com- 
munity may have. 

A poor response will adverse- 
ly affect any group, so, to see if the 
potential need is an actual one, 
offer an introductory seminar and 
invite people to attend to find out 
more information on the topic. At 
the end of the seminar, invite per- 
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sons who would like more infor- 
mation on the topic to indicate 
their interest on a sign-up sheet. 
Based on the interest shown, you 
can determine whether or not to pro- 
ceed with the next step of identi- 
fying participants. 

In identifying the support group 
participants, one must determine the 
number of persons willing to make 
a commitment to the group. In the 
beginning, offer a short-term group 
lasting anywhere from six-weeks 
to six-months. Ten to twelve- 
week groups often work very well. 
This time period is long enough to 
establish community and cohe- 
siveness among participants, but not 
so long that they are wary of com- 
mitting too much time. 

The preparation phase involves 
developing a structured group for- 
mat, establishing training for the 
leadership core (those who will 
lead group sessions), and public rela- 
tions. Poor planning can only hin- 
der progress realized in the earli- 
er phases of group development. 
Developing the format should be 
the leadership core's first task. 
The format tells group partici- 
pants what to expect, what's required 
of them and that the same process 
is followed each meeting. 

Keep the format short — you 
should be able to present it with- 
in the first 10 - 15 minutes of the 
group session, no longer! Keep the 
language simple - remember, you 
may have first time participants who 
are not familiar with the church, our 


religious phraseology, or the topic: 


being addressed. 
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There is a variety of training 
opportunities. Hospitals, com- 
munity and special interest agen- 
cies may routinely offer seminars. 
Audio and video tapes and work- 
books are available for self-study 
on many topics. It is also helpful 
to visit other similar groups and talk 
with their participants and leaders. 
Wherever and whenever avail- 
able, make the most of opportunities 
to sharpen your skills, learn new 
methods and gain more experi- 
ence. 

For more in depth information 
on establishing recovery ministry 
/support groups read The Complete 
Handbook for Recovery Min- 
istry in the Church by Bill Mor- 
ris, Ed.D. 

Information in this article was 
adapted from this book, available 
from Thomas Nelson Publishers. 


If Congress has its way and cuts 
federal spending for higher education, what 
will happen to the institutions that produce 
a vast number of the country's religious 
leaders--African American seminaries? 
Interdenominational Theological Cen- 
ter (ITC) - (of which COGIC's Mason 
Seminary is a part), Howard University 
School of Divinity, and Virginia Union The- 
ological Seminary produce nearly 50% of 
the nation's African-American religious 
leaders. Many of these leaders are intri- 
cately involved in community and polit- 
ical matters. 


In a period beset by the harsh reali- 
ties of poverty, drugs, violence, home- 
lessness, and hopelessness, a new gen- 
eration of leadership must emerge to 
remedy such societal ills. Much of that 
needed leadership has been nourished 
in the hallowed halls of the above-named 
institutions. ITC, a consortium of six 
Protestant seminaries, has alone pro- 
duced nearly a fourth of such leaders; more 
than half of the military chaplains in the 
Armed Forces are ITC alumni. 


During the civil rights era, preachers 
became the voice of the community-- 
leaders who impacted change. It was in 
the church that decisions to boycott the 
stores of Montgomery, Alabama, were 
made and men like Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Reverend Ralph David Abernathy, and 
Congressman/Reverend John Lewis led 
this country into a period of reforma- 
tion and transition. Even today, Dr. 
Henry Lyons, a 1966 graduate of ITC, con- 
tinues in that thrust as he leads 8 million 


AFRICAN-AMERICAN 


SEMINARIES 


Produce Leaders-Merit Support 


members of the National Baptist Con- 
vention, Inc. And, his fellow ITC alum- 
nus, Bishop Charles Blake, pastors one 
of the fastest growing churches in Amer- 
ica, the West Angeles Church of God in 
Christ. 


Another example of seminary trained 
leaders impacting the tenor of the coun- 
try is the Rev. Charles R. Stith, a 1975 grad- 
uate of ITC. In 1985, he organized the 
Organization for a New Equality (O.N.E.) 
in Boston, Massachusetts. O.N.E. is 
redefining the civil rights movement in 
economic terms for the city of Boston. 


Military leadership is exemplified 
in Lt. Col. Diana McNeil James, the 
highest ranking female chaplain in the his- 
tory of the Army. Diana graduated from 
ITC/Mason Seminary in 1976 and was the 
first female chaplain to represent the 
Church of God in Christ. 


Many successes abound among sem- 
inary graduates, but they have not come 
without severe financial hardships. For 
example, among the 95% of persons 
attending ITC who receive some type 
of financial assistance, nearly 60% of 
them receive assistance from the feder- 
al government. Many are married, with 
families; and increasingly, some are sin- 
gle females with children. When they leave 
our institution, they often leave with a com- 
bined undergraduate and graduate school 
debt totaling $25,000 - $30,000. 


Without continuing financial assistance 
to the Charles Stiths, Henry Lyonses, 
and Diana Jameses of tomorrow, where 


will the future of our churches and com- 
munities lie? Already we cry, feeling the 
pains of homelessness, poverty, and a 
drug-ravaged society. Without those 
who are equipped to help save our chil- 
dren and communities, this country will 
find that instead of lessening the bur- 
den on the federal government, even 
more demands will be placed on the 
public purse. 


I reiterate the concern that my fellow 
presidents at historically black colleges 
and universities share—that this assault 
on education could close our doors for- 
ever. What an extreme burden Congress 
will place on already strapped students, 
especially those in an area where remu- 
neration will be minimum at best: the 
African American churches of Ameri- 
ca. 


(Interdenominational Theological 
Center, Atlanta, Georgia, is comprised of 
six (6) seminaries including the COGIC's 
own Mason Seminary. ITC, a member of 
the Atlanta University Center, is accred- 
ited by the Association of Theological 
Schools and the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools. ITC offers 
graduate programs that lead to Master's 
degrees in Religious Education (M.R.E.) 
and Divinity (M. Div.) and the Doctorate 
of Ministries (D.Min.) in conjunction 
with reciprocal programs with Atlanta Uni- 
versity and Emory University. 


(The writer of this article is Dr. James 
Costen, the President of the Center.) 
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(PART 2, A Continuation from 
the previous issue of The Whole Truth) 


The May 7, 1995 issue of Christianity Today carried 
a penetrating, provocative, and perceptive article. The title 
of the essay was “The Scandal of Biblical Illiteracy.” The 
author, Richard Lyon Morgan, records the results of a test 
given to 150 freshmen in a church college. A majority of 
the students were members of a Christian church and had 


never known a day without religious instruction. 
Some of the questions were: Where was Jesus born? 


Which was the earliest of the four Gospels? Name some 
of Paul's letters. Who was the successor to Moses? 
Where do you find the account of the Lord's Supper’? What 
book tells the history of the early church? Some of the 
responses to these questions were: The persecutions 
were the great event of the Old Testament. The Exodus 
was the return of the Jews to Palestine after World War 
II. The Ten Commandments were given by Jesus from the 
Mount of Olives; and, some of the Wisdom Books of the 
Old Testament were: Acts, Paradise Lost, and Lord of 
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BY Dr. Robert Lee Asberry 


What is the cause of this widespread biblical illiter- 
acy among evangelical, Bible believing Christians? The 
burden of guilt falls upon the Christian home and the Chris- 
tian church. However, the greatest responsibility falls upon 
the individual believer. A large group of believers come 
to church on Sunday morning expecting the preacher to 
give them a spiritual high that will last them until the next 
Sunday. Consequently, they have no contact with the Word 
of God from one Sunday to the next. They sit “under the 
Word” but do not get “in the Word.” The readers of this 
composition will be introduced to the purposes of Bible 
Study by looking at three passages from the New Testa- 
ment. 


The Word of God is Essential 
for Spiritual Growth 
First, the verse in I Peter 2:2 points to one's attitude. 
The believer should have the attitude of a new born 
baby. As a new born baby grabs for the bottle, the child 
of God should grab for the “Book.” Parents do not 


ignore a baby when he/she wakes up late at night. Just 
as the baby must have milk for physical nourishment, the 
believer must have the Word of God for spiritual nour- 
ishment. 

The second idea is that the verse suggests that the believ- 
er should develop an appetite for the Word of God. 
Some Christians have developed varying attitudes toward 
the Scriptures. There is the “castor oil appetite” - it is bit- 
ter but it is good for what ails you. Another attitude is the 
“shredded wheat type” - the Word of God is dry but it is 
nourishing. A chapter a day will keep the devil away. And 
there is the “strawberries and cream” attitude toward the 
Word of God - you cannot get enough of it. 


The third concept alluded to in I Peter 2:2 is reflect- 
ed in the purpose clause, “that ye may grow thereby.” The 
apostle did not say that you may “know”, but that you may 
“grow.” You cannot grow without knowing but it is 
possible to know and never grow. It is tragic to see a forty- 
five year old person with the mentality of a three-year old 
child. There is a vast difference between growing old and 
growing up. A teenager asked her seminary professor father 
this question: “Why do big people stop growing?” A fail- 
ure to grow spiritually results in spiritual stagnation. 


The Word of God is Essential for Maturity 
Hebrews 5: 11 - 14 


The writer points out in verse eleven that these 
believers were “full of hearing.’ Notice, it was not the 
density of revelation but of hearing. God does not speak 
in riddles. He speaks clearly. He does not stutter. Also, 
the recipients were not neophyte believers for verse 
twelve dispels this idea. 


Figuratively speaking, these believers should have been 
going to college. Instead, they were in kindergarten. They 
should have been studying calculus, geometry, and 
trigonometry but they had to be taught their timetables 
all over again. They had to be re-taught the alphabet. These 
believers should have been eating pork chops but they had 
to be fed a steady diet of pabulum. 


The implication of this is seen in our churches. You 
ask Brother Johnny, “How long have you been saved?” 
He says forty years but he has a rattle in his mouth. 
You go to Sister Jane and say, “How long have you 
been saved? She responds by saying thirty years and she 
has a bonnet on her head. The average pastor presides 
over an ecclesiastical nursery and spends most of his time 
changing diapers. Many overworked pastors spend an inor- 


dinate amount of time in their spiritual helicopters flying 
from place to place in the church putting out fires. 


These believers were without experience. They did 
not have the spiritual insight to discern between good and 
evil. Good and evil looked liked twins to them. The high- 
est mark of spiritual maturity is knowing how to handle 
the Word of God in difficult situations. 


The Word of God is Essential to Productivity 
II Timothy 3: 15,16 


The apostle says that “All scripture is given by inspi- 
ration of God.” This statement affirms the verbal, ple- 
nary inspiration of the entire Bible, all of the Scriptures 
- not some and not a few. Even the “pots and pans” sec- 
tion of the Bible like Leviticus is inspired. There is no 
book included in the canon that should have been exclud- 
ed and there is no book excluded that should have been 
included. Divine inspiration means that God so super- 
intended the human writers that they recorded accurate- 
ly. Thus, the Bible is divine in authorship and human in 
penmanship. 


The Word of God is profitable for doctrine or teach- 
ing. All that a person needs to be taught for salvation is 
found in Scripture. Our teaching and preaching should 
be anchored in the Word of God. Second, it is good for 
reproof. The Word of God shows you where you were 
wrong. It is the most potent weapon to use in refuting false 
doctrine. Third, it is good for correction. Just like a light 
points out the clutter in your closet, the Word of God points 
out the clutter in your life. The Bible is not designed to 
produce guilt but to clean you up. Fourth, the Word of 
God is good for instruction in righteous living. The Word 
of God not only shows men their faults, and restores them 
to the right path, but it also helps them to walk in that path. 
The Word of God equips one to be a better wife; a bet- 
ter husband; a better office worker and a better member 
of the "body of Christ." 


You may be a member of the church, but you will never 
grow, never mature, and never become a productive 
member of the church unless you get into the Word of God 
and apply it to your life. The prince of Bible expositors, 
G. Campbell Morgan said it well, ““To me...a knowl- 
edge of the Bible is absolutely indispensable to anything 
like a strong faith and life in Christ.” 
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Retired Educator to Dedicate 
Experience and Expertise to 


0 VISION 2000's Education 
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star is rising among managers 1n the 
nationally known Denny's restau- 
rant chain. Edmondson was profiled 
in the May 13th, 1996 issue of For- 
tune magazine in an article on the 
Denny's Restaurant chain and its 
success in handling racial problems. 
Edmondson got the first slot in the 
company's Fast-Tract managerial 
program some six months before it 
officially began last fall. 


Edmondson, formerly a market 
manager with Kentucky Fried Chick- 
en where he had oversight of more 


than a dozen restaurants, completed 
Denny's 13 week program in just 8 
weeks. He spent a month as an 
assistant manager before asking to 
manage one of Denny's least profitable 
restaurants. Last June, when he took 
charge of the Denny's location in 
Southfield, MI, it had an operating 
loss. However, by October, profit mar- 
gins had risen to 17.2 per cent, which 
is near the company's average. — 


Skeptical of Edmondson's abil- 
ities at first, Denny's corporation 
has now guaranteed a loan which 
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will enable Edmondson to purchase 
the Southfield franchise. He hopes 
to eventually own 20 restaurants. 
Says Edmondson, "I was skeptical 
about Denny's at first, but after a 
few months I knew this company 
was really committed to helping 


minorities.” 


Jerome Edmondson is a member 
of New St. Paul Church of God in 
Christ, where Bishop P. A. Brooks, 
Secretary of the General Board, is pas- 
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Leaders relax following consecration service 


ffable Pastor Robert R. Sanders was consecrated Prelate of the Third Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of [li- 
to the office of Bishop and installed as Jurisdictional nois, on Saturday, May 4th, at the Life Center Church of 
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The Sanders Family 


, | Part of the Inaugural Banquet 
| crowd at the Chicago Hilton 


God in Christ. Presiding Bishop Chandler David Owens officiated the installation service and served as 
keynote speaker at the inaugural banquet held that evening at the renowned Chicago Hilton. More than 1,500 
were in attendance. 


Bishop Sanders is known throughout the Church of God in Christ because of his effervescent personality and 
because he was a travelling companion to Bishop Ford for more than 30 years. He accepted his call to the min- 
istry in 1952. In 1957, he was ordained as an elder in the Church of God in Christ by Bishop L. H. Ford. He 
has served as a pastor of McClelland Temple Church of God in Christ (1968 - 1973); and, of New First Church 
of God in Christ - Chicago Heights (appointed in 1986). Bishop Sanders’ areas of ministerial involvement in 
the COGIC over the years include: district superintendent; the state evangelism president; state Sunday School 
president; state expeditor; and, as a faculty member of C. H. Mason-William Roberts Bible Institute. 


Together, he and his wife, the former Earlean Cross, have five children. TUwT 
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BISHOP GEOR 


GE MCKINNEY 


Honored for His Leadership in Motivating Others to 
Service in the Inner-City 


ishop George D. McKinney, 
Jr., who is well known to San Diegans 
for both his preaching and practical Chris- 
tianity, recently received a special honor, 
but insists his team of "God's faithful ser- 
vants" should share the award. The San 
Diego Rotary Club named McKinney, 63, 
"Mr. San Diego." He was the 43rd recip- 
ient of the award. The presentation was 
made by Gov. Pete Wilson at the Sheraton 
Harbor Island Resort. 


McKinney has worked in San Diego's 
poorest neighborhoods, courageously tack- 
ling the drugs, gang violence, and dis- 
ease so often found in the inner-city. 
Though he helps the city's poorest, McK- 
inney has often been elevated to speak in 
bank boardrooms, courthouses, and coun- 
cil chambers. 


With his wife, Jean McKinney, he 
founded the St. Stephen's Church of God 
in Christ - now located on Imperial Ave. - 
in the basement of a pizza restaurant, 33 
years ago. The influential church now 
has more than 3,500 members. McKin- 
ney, who received his license to preach in 
1947 and was ordained in 1954, said he 
accepted the award "on behalf of those who 
have joined together to do God's work in 
an area where there is a loss of hope." 


The people in his church have band- 
ed together in the spirit of love, to be light 


into the darkness, and life in the sea of death. 
This demonstrates that the Gospel of Christ 
is the power of God unto salvation; whether 
in the ghetto or suburbia, the gospel 
changes lives. Also, the award recog- 
nizes that people with the least of natural 
resources or opportunities to have access 
to wealth and means, are most likely to be 
involved in the redemptive process." 


McKinney is understandably proud 
of the St. Stephen's licensed day care cen- 
ter, which was started 32 years ago; its K- 
12th grade Christian School; its 60-unit 
retirement center—a $4,500,000 project ded- 
icated in 1993. 


However, a heavy burden is on McK- 
inney's heart these days. The K-12th 
grade school might have to close due to 
"economic down turning" in the area. 
Since its beginning, the church has given 
three million dollars in full education 
scholarships to children who have expe- 
rienced great loss, especially those who have 
had a parent killed in a gang or drug- 
related situation. "We go to funerals—they 
don't have to be members—to try to put these 
kids into a nuturing, loving Christian envi- 
ronment to break the cycle," he said. 

“There is a great need for scholar- 


ships this year," said McKinney, "or this 
outreach will be in jeopardy." It's not that 


the people of St. Stephen's are not willing 
to personally sacrifice. McKinney says that 
his people gave up one meal a day for 
three years to build the school, "which 
speaks of their commitment to educa- 
tion." 


Hundreds of people in his congrega- 
tion are involved in outreach ministries to 
jails, honor camps, residential treatment cen- 
ters, half-way houses, and hospitals; and 
teams feed 300-500 of the homeless week- 
ly. One ministry, "The Blockbusters," is 
made up of Christian men, saved from 
drugs and crime, who organize for two to 
three hours of prayer on Fridays, then hit 
the streets to witness to gang members and 
prostitutes. Although McKinney insists that 
it is a joint effort that makes a difference, 
there is no doubt that his oratory skills and 
practical outlook on life have been great 
motivators; and for that, he is rightly hon- 
ored. 


Always the preacher, McKinney 
says San Diego's biggest need is for a 
spiritual awakening among God's people. 
Says McKinney, "The Christian lifestyle 
in Southern California is often one that 
denies God's claim upon us. This is my 
greatest concern, and it's not unique to 
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Mi... Bailey was picked on during the 1930's, 


while still in high school, because she was a “holy roller.” 
The retired teacher remembers walking into her chemistry 
classroom and seeing the professor at the Dale County High 
School with his hands arched pretending to play a piano. I 
imagined her eyes, the color of polished coffee beans, filled 
with tears. 

“Oh no,” she protests, “although it hurt terribly when all the 
children laughed, I knew that there were some who would 
benefit from my standing up for Jesus.” Mrs. Bailey’s lessons 
in doing what Jesus wants has transcended the years and at 76 
she cares for her 94 year old mother, takes in the homeless through 
a Los Angeles County program and volunteers as a sign inter- 
preter for a local church. 


“T was filled with the Holy Ghost when I was 8 or 9 and I 
have been running for Jesus ever since. I can’t stop now!” Mrs. 
Bailey’s voice warms as she tells of how God has blessed her 
ministry. She prays for the success of the magazine as we ready 
to end the phone interview. “By the way,” she says quickly, “that 
professor did get saved and that’s what suffering and sacrific- 
ing for Jesus is all about - to touch the lives of men and women 
to the glory of God.” 


MRS. JANICE CRAIG 


“The name of our homeschool, Faith Christian Acad- 
emy, resulted from our children being asked the name of 
their school. You have to understand that twelve years 
ago when we started, the public school system was 
antagonistic and hostile to the idea of homeschooling.” 


After months of prayer, Elder Charles Craig, pastor 
of the Faith Kingdom Church of God In Christ, challenged 
his wife to do full-time what she had been successful at 
doing part-time for a number of years; preparing for an 
environment for academic excellence to be nourished and 
cultivated for their children. 


“My degree was in Nursing and I didn’t see myself 
able to accomplish the task,” the youthful looking woman 
proclaims. Then she remembered that “ with God all things 
are possible. I don’t recommend homeschool for every- 
one. But the more we looked at the humanistic teaching 
being taught in the public schools, the attendant violence, 
and other disadvantages, the more the choice became a 
personal conviction for us.” Mrs. Craig also remembered 
one of her undergraduate professors urging her to become 
a doctor. 


‘He said that I would make it because I was black and 
a woman. That insistence of his came to mind when I 
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The children of Janice Craig of 
Seagoville, Texas don’t have to 
worry about the teacher carica- 
turing 
beliefs or mode of worship 
because their mom is the leader 
of Faith Christian Academy. 


them for their holiness 


thought about my own boys. It seems that many bright 
young boys enter public school with eagerness to work 
and succeed but somewhere around 10-12 they lose 
their incentive to do well in an academic environment. At 
the time one of my sons was very energetic. I took that 
into consideration and decided I did not want my sons to ~ 
become stereotyped.” 


The children love that their mom and dad are their 
instructors. Their schedule allows flexibility for atten- 
dance at church conventions and other important events. 
School begins with an 8:00 a.m. devotion with Pastor Dad, 
followed by two hours of biblical study, history and 
economics. After lunch, the children study science, 
math and electives. They all participate in team sports at 
a local Christian school. 


Homeschool must work for the Craigs. Oldest daugh- 
ter, Giselle, is a second year student at Oral Roberts 
University after scoring in the Ist quarter percentile on 
state mandated standardized tests. The rest of the chil- 
dren are performing at or above the grade level. Mrs. Craig 
gives the glory to God for leading her family in the way 
that they should go. 


SARAH JORDAN POWELL 
(Gospel’s Golden Lady) 


Sarah Jordan Powell has been called 
Gospel’s Golden Lady. Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
is the headquarters for a worldwide 
ministry, as Mrs. Powell shares God’s 
love through her melodic singing. The 
call on her life was confirmed at the ten- 
der age of two when Church founder 
Bishop C. H. Mason, blessed her and 
prophesied that the child would touch 
the lives of people all over the world for 
Christ. From the jailhouses and pres- 
idential palaces in America to the con- 
cert halls of Europe, God has honored 
Bishop Mason’s prophecy. Mrs. Pow- 
ell’s diminutive presence belies the 
powerful voice that the late Presiding 
Bishop J. O. Patterson said “could 
calm and steady, a person through 
some very trying times.” Starting with 
a silken whisper of God’s love that has 
made hardened criminals weep, her 
voice crescendos and shouts the glory 
of God’s might to perform any miracle 
just for you. 


“T am fully aware of my purpose for 
being — to glorify God, share and 
communicate His glorious love to the 
world,’ Mrs. Powell states. After leav- 
ing her position as a high school Eng- 
lish teacher in Houston, Texas Mrs. 
Powell gave herself fully to her calling. 
God has anointed Mrs. Powell’s min- 
istry. At one time her album, When Jesus 
Comes, hit gold when she sold one 
million records. Today she insists that 
everything she does is yet in order for 
Christ to be glorified. Her ministry has 
taken her to places such as Cook Coun- 
ty Corrections Center in Chicago, the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the per- 
forming Arts in Washington, D.C., two 
command performances at the White 
House, in concert at Ettal, Germany and 
into the teeming city of Calcutta, India 
to be a blessing to Mother Teresa. 


Success and fame have not come 
without challenge. In 1981, when 
returning home from the grocery store, 
a car ran a red light and slammed into 
her vehicle. Mrs. Powell hovered 
between life and death while her hus- 
band, John, and other family and 
church members prayed. Within two 
months, God’s miracle astounded even 
the doctors. 


“My gift is a sacred trust from God 
and from that time it has taken on a new 
meaning,” she says humbly. Now 
whether ministering to 50 or 500,000, 
the Spirit of Love transcends and acts 
as amagnet to attract people all over 
the world to Christ. 
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DISTRICT RENAMED 
TO HONOR SUPERINTENDENTS 


In memory of the faithfulness, dedication and service of late District Superintendents P. H. Henderson, and B. 
T. Henry, what was formerly known as the Thomasville District, is now the Henderson Henry District. Bishop O. 
L. Meadows, Prelate of the First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of Alabama, renamed the district in December of last 
year. 


- The late P. H. Henderson served as superintendent from 1947 through 1976. The late Elder B. T. Henry was 
appointed to the post following Henderson's death and served faithfully through April of 1990. Elder Solomon C. 
Smith has served as superintendent since his appointment in 1990. Mother Lena Abrams serves as District Mis- 
sionary. 


(Crescent) 
SUPERINTENDENT 


GRIFFIN LOTSON INVITED 
TO CARRY OLYM PIC TORCH Superintendent 


Griffin Lotson ee 

Superintendent Griffin A. Lotson will be the only official torchbearer for the Church of God in Christ in this 
Summer's Olympic Games in Atlanta. Superintendent Lotson was notified of his selection in January of this year, 
honoring him for the many "outstanding contributions (he) made to others" in his community. For 84 days (begin- 
ning April 27th), the Olympic Flame will come to thousands of communities across America. Lotson's selection 
as a participant in this Olympic Torch Relay makes him one of 5,500 individuals representing their communities. 

Superintendent Lotson serves as spokesperson for the Sam Memorial Community Economic Development Pro- 
gram which was chosen as one of the 16 best substance abuse programs in the nation. The project recently was 
given the Exemplary Substance Abuse Prevention Program Award at a ceremony held in Washington, DC. 

Lotson serves as Administrative Assistant to Bishop A. J. Hunter, Prelate of the Southeast Georgia Jurisdiction. 
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ILLINOIS 
(HARVEY) 


ST. ANDREW TEMPLE TO BUILD 
56 UNIT SENIOR CITIZENS COMPLEX 


Pastor Samuel E. DeBose and the St. Andrew Temple COGIC will sponsor a 56 unit Senior Citizens Complex 
in the city of Phoenix, IL. The complex will provide the elderly with low-income housing. Ground-breaking for 
the project was held in December of last year. The complex is expected to be completed in November of this year. 

Named St. Andrew Manor, members of its Board of Directors include five (5) members from St. Andrew Tem- 
ple: Albert W. Watson, James M. Hudson, W. Melvin Greene, Janetta F. Bridges, and Pastor DeBose; and four (4) 
members representing the Village of Phoenix: Jessica M. Buckner, Harry W. Jones, Jr., Renaldo A. Salonis and Rev- 
erend Harry Spigner. 


(Aurora/Waukegan) 
Mary C. Lacey Receives 
Honorary Degree 


Mary Clemmons Lacey, president and director of Mary's Mission - Shelter Care and Group Home, was 
awarded an honorary Doctor of Humanities degree in recognition of her civic and community accomplishments. 
Lacey was honored by Trinity Hall College and Seminary on March 2nd at the State Headquarters of the Sixth Juris- 
diction of Illinois Church of God in Christ, Chicago, IL. Dr. Christopher C. Owens, area representative for Trin- 
ity Hall College and Seminary, presented the degree. 


WISCONSIN 


DEACON K. KING RECOGNIZED 
AS TOP SALESMAN 


Deacon K. King, jurisdictional saxophonist for the Third Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of Wisconsin and member 
of the National COGIC Orchestra was awarded a certificate of appreciation for his exemplary salesmanship. Dea- 
con King sold over 100 videos of the National Orchestra’s “Live in Memphis - Church of God in Christ” and “J. O. 
Patterson Memorial Orchestra” videos. The award was presented by Dr. Vernard Johnson, Director of the Nation- 
al COGIC Orchestra. Tw 
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eABOUT THE SCHOLARSHIP 


The James Oglethorpe Patterson Fine Arts Appreciation Scholarship activities are held annually in Memphis, Tennessee, 
during the November Convocation. The preliminary activity for this competitive scholarship convenes Friday morning at the 
Convocation at 10:00 a.m., in the Henley Chapel of the Pentecostal Temple Institutional Church of God in Christ, Linden Avenue 
at Danny Thomas Boulevard, Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr., Pastor. 


Finalists are selected from among the applicants, based on their skills and abilities in the arts, by a panel of judges. The 
finalists are asked to exhibit their talent at the C.H. Mason Foundation Benefit Dinner, the Saturday of the November 
Convocation at 4:00 p.m., in Memphis. Scholarships will be awarded to the finalists according to their excellence in performance 
and achievement. The dinner will be held at the Cook Convention Center in the Concourse Hall. 


¢e OBJECTIVES 

Its To cultivate broader acceptance and deeper appreciation for Fine Arts talent in the Church. 

Di To stimulate and enhance interest in careers and advanced studies in Fine Arts. 

Si, To motivate and encourage greater self-expression among our youth who possess Fine Arts talent. 

4. To emphasize the applicability of Fine Arts to effective ministries in Church. 

3) To offer financial assistance to promising youth who are seeking to further develop their skills in Fine Arts and who cor 


relate those skills and abilities with spiritual growth and development. 
¢ ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
Ik Any member of the Church Of God In Christ between the ages of sixteen and twenty-six (16 - 26). 


2. The applicant should be currently enrolled in high school, or in an accredited college or university in some category of 
Performing Arts: Music, i.e., Vocal or Instrumental; Drama, i.e., Speech, Communications, Theater, Dramatic or Oral 
Interpretation; Visual Art, i.e., Painting, Sculpture, Crafts, Creative Drawings, or another related field. 


ay Each applicant should be interviewed briefly by one of the judges at the preliminary activity. 
4. Each performing artist should prepare two different memorized selections. 
De If the category is vocal or instrumental, classical music is preferred. 
6. Each visual artist should prepare to exhibit at least two or three original art pieces or art works. 
aE Each applicant’s presentation should not be longer than five minutes. 
8. poes do not apply if you have previously received a Fine Arts Appreciation Scholarship Award. Eligibility is for one 
ward only! ¢ 


Mail Request For Application To: 

Douglas Wilkins, Fine Arts Director 

Church of God in Christ, Inc. * 272 South Main Street » Memphis, Tennessee 38103 
Request the SCHOLARSHIP CANDIDATE PROFILE APPLICATION 

The Charles Harrison Mason Foundation 

272 South Main Street « Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

Attention: Executive Director 
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APPAREL COMPANY CREATES 
SPECIAL EDITION 
ATHLETIC SHOE FOR AIM CONVENTION 
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A limited, special edition athletic shoe was created for 
this year's AIM Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana. The 
manufacturer, Pro Moves, is an athletic apparel company 
owned by former Heisman Trophy winner Tim Brown. 
Brown, of the Oakland Raiders NFL franchise and an 
NFL Pro Bowler, is a member of the COGIC and active in 
the COGIC in the Texas Northeast Jurisdiction. Athletic 
shoes produced by Brown's company have been featured 
in many nationally known department stores, such as J. C. 
Penney. 


Orders were scheduled for delivery during the AIM Con- 
vention. Only 2400 pair were produced making them col- 
lector's items. 


The Man Behind Pro Moves, Inc. 


“This exemplary young man is a Christian, a businessman 
and a talented, professional athlete who gives God the glory 
and praise for his achievements.” 


Tim Brown is the fifth child of six children born to Mr. 
& Mrs. Eugene Brown of Dallas, Texas, where he was raised. 
He graduated from Woodrow High School, Dallas Texas 
in 1984. After high school, he went to the famed Univer- 
sity of Notre Dame and played football. He was the Heis- 
man Trophy winner in 1987 and a two-time All American 
while at Notre Dame. 


Tim received his bachelor’s degree in Sociology with 
a minor in Business Administration in 1988. He was 
selected by the Oakland Raiders as a first-round draft 
pick as a wide receiver and specialty team player. Tim was 
voted to play in the NFL Pro Bowl in 1989, 1992, 1994, 1995 
and 1996. 


After sustaining a season-ending knee injury in 1989, 
Tim and his older brother, Donald Kelly, President and CEO 
of Pro Moves, decided that Tim should take control of his 
own destiny. Tim was a corporate spokesperson for Foot 
Locker, a company well known for getting celebrity ath- 
letes and winning teams to endorse their sporting goods. 
Tim soon realized he could sell his own line of products and 
get regionally and nationally known athletes to endorse them. 
Hence, Pro Moves was formed and incorporated in 1991. 
By 1992, Tim’s shoes were sold in Foot Locker. Several 
athletes, including Marcus Allen of the Kansas City Chiefs 
and Spud Webb of the Minnesota Timberwolves, have 
worn Pro Moves products. 


Pro Moves sells footwear and apparel that are tested and 
approved by professional athletes. The company markets 
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its own brand of athletic footwear for men, women and chil- 
dren. Pro Moves provides consumers with high quality and 
fashionable footwear at competitive prices and has estab- 
lished a market presence with major retailers such as Foot 
Locker and J.C. Penney. Pro Moves is one of only four 
athletic apparel brands approved by the National Football 
League for league games. 


Tim is heavily involved in “Athletes & Entertainers for 
Kids,” a charity that empowers underprivileged children 
through positive mentoring and a stay-in-school program. 
He was recently named its chairman of the board of direc- 
tors. He also has a miniature golf tournament to benefit ““Ath- 
letes & Entertainers for Kids” and another golf tournament 
to raise money for the elderly and provide free day care. 
The Vice President of the National Football League Play- 
ers Association, Tim is also the spokesman for PLAYERS, 
INC., the licensing and marketing subsidiary of the NFL 
Players Association. 


Tim is a member of the Victory Temple Church of God 
in Christ in Dallas, Texas, pastored by Supt. Lafayette Whit- 
ley, Sr. His jurisdictional leader is Bishop J. Neaul 
Haynes. 

Submitted by Rose Tyson 
R. T. & Associates 
Public Relations 
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HOW DO YOU SPELL 


RELIEF 


FROM OUTSTANDING STUDENT LOANS ? 


Yes neighbor, I can hear you now, “I, my child or some- 
body I know has been almost distraught because of 
their outstanding student loans.” And of course, there are 
many looking for money to do post graduate study; 
“but what in the world is EAO-EPRUS?” 


Well, here comes the “Whole Truth” to the rescue. 
EAO-EPRUS is the Education Awards Only program of 
the Ecumenical Program for Urban Service; An Ameri- 
corps Program, and it spells RELIEF. 


The bottom line is this, you or somebody you know 
may be eligible to receive $4,725.00 a year for two years 
to help defray outstanding students loans or to use 
towards post-graduate study. Now I can hear you asking, 
“well, what’s the catch?” 


There is no catch, here’s the deal. As a result of EAO 
programs begun a year ago as a pilot project of the 
National Council of Churches’ (NCC) Ecumenical Pro- 
gram for Urban Service (EPRUS), this opportunity to receive 
$4,725 is being presented to you. 


The details of the project work like this. An individual 
who is a volunteer or a person working in his local 
church or non-profit agency, providing direct service in 
his community is eligible. The church or local community 
service agency must do several things. 


|. Give a stipend to the study for community work 


2. Provide the student with health care insurance. 
3. Provide the student with 1700 hours of work. 


In two years, the 1700 hours of work will earn the stu- 
dent a voucher worth almost $9,000. The voucher can be 
used to pay off student loan expenses for post graduate 
credits. The voucher, once earned, is good for seven years. 


Now , that’s the deal. If you are interested, contact 
this writer at once. I will send you an application and you 
can get started. 


How do I spell relief? 


EAO-EPRUS 


CONTACT 
Bishop Norman Quick 


1763 Amsterdam Avenue 


New York, NY 10031 
(212) 368-5269 


Introducing hg Exciting Offers for 
Today’s COGIC Woman 


“WHAT CONSTUTES 


A CHRISTIAN WOMAN?” 
What constitutes a Christian Woman? 
Not time, not wealth, not education. Not 
the pedigree of her family, not the place 
of her birth. Not the coincidence of her 
lineage. Not her social status or her 
bank account. Not her trade or profession. 


A Christian Woman is one who loves the 
_ Lord and people. She embraces justice 
_ and believes in the dignity of every human 
_ being. To her, every sinner is a potential 
saint! A Christian Woman is one who will 
fight a spiritual warfare for her neigh- 
bor. She is a willing student of life. A 
Christian woman honors leadership. 


Her family is of utmost importance. She 
knows that she must follow biblical prin- 
ciples and practical teaching in order to 
maintain an exemplary role.... 


_ If you'd like to read the end of this 
_ excellent essay and treasure its univers- 
___ al message by awardwinning author Glen- 
_ da W. Goodson, order your Limited Edi- 
_ tion copy today! 


LIMITED DESIGNER EDITION 
BEFITS YOUR ELEGANT DECOR A Brand New Book by 
_ ~Printed on high quality paper 66 G.W. Goodson 99) 
| ~Matted in gold or mauve ! Commend Unto You Ph ebe” 
~Gold personalized name plates F ema le de, A ctivi sts 
(Up to 15 characters) 
HERE'S A SAMPLE OF RESPONSES African Auuaian C hurch 1900-1925 


“(The Plaque) means so much to me. 
_ Thank you for remembering me in this spe- Ovoer day: 


cial way.” Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Washington,D.C. ’ 3730 S. Lancaser Rd., Ste. 160 


: __ Dallas, Texas 75216 ¢ (214)372- a3 
_ “I enjoyed... What Constitutes a Chris- FAX (214)372-2711 


_ tian Woman. Its essence is affirming to 
- me asa woman.” Mrs.Vivian Haynes, Dal- 


mS igix Name 


“‘Please send me the plaque for my wife Address 
somes Pastor Sherman Allen, Ft. Worth, C/S/Z/ 
SEND ME | 
‘What Constitutes a Christian Woman Plaques @ $39.95 = 
‘I Commend Unto You Phebe”’ @ $6.00= 
TOTAL 


Sorry no C.O.D.’s Make Money Order Payable to Goodson Printing, 


Bishop C.D. Owens Bishop C. L. Anderson Bishop J.N. Haynes 


Presiding Bishop Ist Assistant Presiding Bishop 2nd Assistant Presiding Bishop 
Church of God in Christ, Inc. Church of God in Christ, Inc. Church of God in Christ, Inc. 
1995 HOLY CONVOCATION WC 9605 -Wednesday Afternoon (29.95) — Workshops 


HC 9501- Pre-musical (29.95) é 
HC 9502- Keynote Address (29.95) — Bishop Chandler Owens 
HC-9503- Tuesday Evening (34.95) — Dr. Martin L. Johnson 

(Something Ugly at the Beautiful Gate). 
HC-9504 Wednesday Morning Worship (29.95) 

Rev. Clay Evans / Elder James Jordan 

“Divine Intervention” 
HC-9505- Wednesday Evening (34.95) 

Evan. Joy Hamilton / Bishop Quillen 

“The Invincibility of the Church and Its Future” 
HC-9506- Thursday Morning Worship (29.95) 

Elder Kenneth Hammond — “Go For It, God Is the Limit” 
HC-9507- Thursday Evening (39.95) 

Bishop S.L. Green — “It Can Happen Overnight” 

HC-9508- Friday Morning Women’s Day (29.95) 

Mother Emma Crouch — “Waiting Is Not Wasting” 
HC-9509- Friday Men’s Day (29.95) 
H@-9510- Friday Evening (34.95) 

Bishop Peter Wren — “A Living Attraction” 
HC-9511- Saturday Afternoon Sunshine Band (29.95) 
HC-9512- Saturday Evening (34.95) 

Bishop Frank Smith — “A Living Attraction” 
HC-9513- Mission Aflame (19.95) 
HC-9514- Sunday School (19.95) 
HC-9515- Sunday Morning Founder’s Day (39.95) 

Bishop Chandler Owens — “David Recovered It All” 
HC-9516- Sunday Evening (34.95) 
PV 9300-President’s Visit to Mason Temple 


1996 International Women’s Convention 

WC 9600 - Pre-Musical (34.95) 
WC 9601 -Tuesday Morning Prayer (24.95) 

Bishop C. Moody 
WC 9602 -Tuesday Afternoon (29.95) — Rosella Burks 
WC 9603 -Tuesday Evening (34.95) — Olive L. Brown 
WC 9604 -Wednesday Morning (24.95) 

Exhortations, Supt. Robert Asberry 


WC 9606 -Wednesday Evening (34.95) — Evangelist Winifred Morris 
WC 9607 -Thursday Morning (24.95) 
Exhortations, Bishop G.E. Patterson 
WC 9608 -Thursday Afternoon (29.95) — Mrs. Diane Bogan/Mrs. 
Earlene Allen 
WC 9609 -Thursday Evening (34.95) — Mother Emma Crouch 
WC 9610-Friday Morning (24.95) — Exhortations, Bishop Charles Blake 
WC 9611 -Friday Aternoon (29.95) — Voice of the President — Mother 
Emma Crouch 
WC 9612 -National Sunshine Band (29.95) 


WC 9613 -Friday Evening (34.95) — Bishop Chandler Ow 


1996 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE - TEXAS 
LC 9600 - Monday Evening (19.95) 
Bishop Neaul Haynes Inauguration Dinner 
LC 9601 - Tuesday Afternoon (19.95) 
Board of Bishops — Bishop W.W. Hamilton 
LC 9602 - Tuesday Afternoon (19.95) 
LC 9603 - Tuesday Afternoon (19.95) 
Pastors — Supt. Brandon Porter / Supt. Drew Sheard 
LC 9604 - Tuesday Afternoon (19.95) 
General Session — Bishop C. D. Owens 
LC 9605 - Tuesday Evening (19.95) 
Elder Felton Smith 
LC 9606 - Wednesday Morning (19.95) 
Board of Bishops — Bishop W. L. Porter/Bishop White 
LC 9607 - Wednesday Morning (19.95) 
Women’s Department — Mother Lucy Spann/Missionary 
Olive Brown 
LC 9608 - Wednesday Morning (19.95) 
Pastors — Elder Dwight Green/Bishop Cahoon 
LC 9511 - Wednesday Afternoon (19.95) 
Missionary Deola Wells/Bishop Nathaniel Wells 
LC 9512 - Thursday Morning (19.95) 
Board of Bishops — Bishop John H. Sheard/Bishop Earl 
Wright 
LC 9513 - Thursday Morning (19.95) 
Women’s Department/Mother Emma Crouch 
LC 9514 - Thursday Morning Closing Session (19.95) 
Bishop C. D. Owens 


It is the mission of The Whole Truth Magazine to 
provide the general constituency of the Church of God 
in Christ with a quality publication which will edify, edu- 
cate and empower. This will be accomplished through 
special features which include coverage of religious and 
news events relevant to the Church of God in Christ; pro- 
files of COGIC members; and, literary contributions by 


A WORD ABOUT COGIC’S NEWS SOURCE: 
THE WHOLE TRUTH MAGAZINE 


The Official Magazine of The Church Of God In Christ 


COGIC members. 

The Whole Truth Magazine shall endeavor to affect 
greater unity within this denominational body of Christ 
by communicating the program and message of the lead- 
ership of our National Church and by promoting and uti- 
lizing the wealth and resource of journalistic talent from 
among our own constituency. 


The Whole Truth is interwo- 
ven into the fabric of COGIC his- 
tory. In fact, the creation of the 
periodical itself coincides with the 
beginning of our organization in 
1897. Original Whole Truth editor, 
Elder D. J. Young, was among the 
pioneers of our church who trav- 
elled with Bishop C. H. Mason to 
Los Angeles for the Azusa Street 
Revival in 1906. 

The original mission of The 
Whole Truth was to communicate 
the truth, the whole truth and noth- 
ing but the truth regarding the bib- 
lical validity of our most sacred 
doctrines and dogmas particularly 
regarding sanctification, holy liv- 
ing, and, after the Azusa Street 
experience, the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Whole Truth editors and writ- 


ers through the years included the 
widow of our late founder, Mother 
Elsie Mason; Bishop W. A. 
Patterson; Mother Lucy Flagg- 
Ntreh; Supt. James Whitehead of 
Detroit; and Dr. David Hall of 
Memphis. Current editor is Elder 
Larry Britton of Nashville. Over 
the last few decades, astute public 
relations directors of the National 
Church, the late Bishop L. H. Ford 
and current director, Bishop W. L. 
Porter, recognized the importance of 
an official publication and con- 
tributed much toward assuring that 


the Whole Truth was sustained as a 


part of the program of the national 
church. 


As the COGIC approaches its 
100th birthday, Presiding Bishop 
C. D. Owens has commissioned 
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Publishing Board President, Bishop 
Norman Quick, and Publishing 
Board Representative, Elder Larry 
Britton, to expand The Whole 
Truth into a magazine. 


Creative writers and feature edi- 


tors are encouraged to submit arti- 
cles for publication through this 
magazine by writing: : 


The Whole Truth Magazine 


P.O. Box 78613 
Nashville, TN 37207 


Faxes can be sent to: 
(615) 226-6848. 
Subscriptions are $25.00 per 
year. See enclosed forms to 
subscribe NOW! 


Articles for consideration 
must be typewritten and double - 
spaced. 
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Theme: ‘* Let’s Go Back To God’’ 
SEVEN WORKSHOPS 


¢ BACCALAUREATE SERVICE 
*NECROLOGY 


*COMMUNION 
*GRADUATION 


¢ CONFERENCE ‘96 BANQUET 
Much, Much More !!! 


CALL: 1-800-937-2789 
for Reservations. 


Host Jurisdictions 
ARKANSAS FIRST - Bishop L.T. Walker 
ARKANSAS SECOND - Bishop D.L. Lindsey 
ARKANSAS THIRD - Bishop R.E. Matheney 


BISHOP C. D. OWENS 
Presiding Bishop 


‘ 


east Veit tess 


YOUTH - BISHOP C. H. BREWER > 
MUSIC - MADAME LUVONIA WHITLEY 
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